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EDITORIALS. 
Needed — A Ciear 


Distinction 


As a critical attitude towards the Bible has 
developed more and more within the Church, © 
confusion has increased in the minds of many; not 
only confusion as to the authority and trust- 
worthiness of the Word, but also a confusion on 
the part of those who hold to the plenary in- 
spiration of the Scriptures regarding what is the 
wisest procedure to follow in seeking to remedy 
the situation. 

On the basis of their influence on the Church, 
Christians may be divided roughly into three 
classes as follows,—the man in the pew, the 
minister and the teacher. | 

In the pew we find Christians in all stages of 
development, from the babe in Christ to the more 
mature saint. Any one who accepts the Lord 
Jesus Christ as personal Savior from sin is ad- 
mitted into the membership and fellowship of the 
Church. This saving faith does not imply that 
the Christian has a clear understanding of all of 
the great fundamental truths of the Gospel, but 
he is saved because he believes in the Lord as 
his Savior and it is his duty and privilege to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of that Gospel 
whereby he is saved. 

In the pulpit we find a man trained in Chris- 
tian doctrine and one who should be ready always 
to give an answer to every man that asketh a 
reason of the hope that is in him, a man who 
feeds his flock from the Word, a man. who keers 
that committed to his trust, avoiding profane and 
vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely 
so called. 

The highest calling in this world is that a° -e 
Christian minister and the responsibility is com- 
mensurate with the calling. For that reason, in 


the past, a man found wavering on the essential 
Christian doctrines was called before the Church 
courts and if it was found that he no longer ai- 
hered to these essential doctrines he was deposed 
from his work. In the past “heresy . trials’ were 
an unpleasant duty and function of Church 
courts, but they resulted in a pure ministry. Be 
that as it may, a minister who wavered in doctrine, 
as a rule, affected only a limited number within 
the Church; those who came under the direct in- 
fluence of his personal ministry. 

From the standpoint of effect ,on the Church 
and its membership as a whole, the men who 
teach have the greatest and most solemn re- 
sponsibility entrusted to any within the Church. 
For this reason, the attitude of these men to the 
Word of God is of vital importance. That form 
of pedagogy which claims that it does not teach 
specific views but simply presents various theories, 
leading the student to think for himself and 
arrive at the correct conclusion, is ignoring the 


fact that the teacher, either by what he says, or 


does not say, inescapably impresses his students 
for or against a certain position. In other words, 


most students will come out of a course believing, 


or not believing, as the professor who leads them 
does. 
This being true, a low view of inspiration on 


the part of the professor will inevitably bring 


many of his students to the same _ position. 
This, in turn, must affect the ministry of the 
Church. For this reason the writer contends that 
it is the obligation of the Church to insist that 
only those men shall teach in our Colleges and 
Seminaries who hold to that view of inspiration 
set forth specifically, and implied, in the Standards 
of our Church. 

This is not a matter of academic or minor im- 
portance. It is a question on which hinges not 
only the virility of the Church but also the funda- 
mental issue of evangelization of the world; for 
the effect of a critical attitude to the Word of 
God reaches down to the very foundations, This 
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effect may vary 


devastating. 
Look at Germany today. A nation of wonderful 


scientific achievement, a nation great in art and 
music, a nation with a culture second to none, but, 
a nation which embraced a destructively critical 
attitude toward the Word of God and with that 
attitude spiritual and moral decay descended like 
a pall, not only to curse Germany but to drag 
down the world. | 

This critical attitude to the Bible came to 
America and was embraced by some. The process 
is still working. As it progresses spiritual power 
recedes, “programmes” replace the Gospel mes- 
sage, and we find more and more men “ever 
learning, but never able to come to the knowl- 
edge of the truth,” men who refuse to believe 
that ‘“‘all scripture is given by inspiration of God,”’ 
who overlook the fact that ‘‘the grass withereth, 
and the flower thereof falleth away: but the word 
of the Lord endureth for ever’’ or that “for ever, 
0 Lord, thy word is settled in heaven.” | 

The rebuttal that they believe God’s word but 
reject the human part—viz. that the Bible ‘‘con- 
tains’ the word of God but is not “the Word of 
God,” is utterly unsatisfactory, for here the hu- 
man mind is pitted in judgment against the Word 
and what one “scholar”? accepts another rejects, 
the composite result being an empty shell. 

Those who deny that this is an issue today are 
simply unaware of what is taking place. During 
the winter of ’35-’36 the writer was doing post- 
graduate work in some New York hospitals. Each 
Saturday the papers were eagerly scanned for 
sermon topics in the various’ Presbyterian 
Churches. Here are some of the titles of sermons 
preached in some of the Presbyterian churches 
there during that time,—‘‘Flying North to the 
Orient,” ‘‘Kipling,” “King George V,” ‘‘Lind- 
bergh,”’ ete. ete. Later, in San Francisco one of 
the leading Presbyterian churches was attended 
on Sunday morning because the announced topic 
was “The Narrow Way’ from Matthew 7:14. Here 
is the gist of that sermon; “the narrow way’”’ is 
the way of specialization, learning to do one thing 
well. Einstein, Tolstoy and Lindbergh were cited 
as illustrations of those who had found the 
“narrow way” which leads to life eternal. 

But, you say, “that was in the North, we have 
nothing like that down here.’”? Within one month’s 
time, during that year, the writer heard three 
sermons by young ministers in our Church, all 
of them directed against our capitalistic system, 
pro labor and socialistic in their import, while 
that same Summer, at one of our Young People’s 
Conferences one of the leaders presented pacifism 
to the young people throughout the conference 
and the last day asked them all to stand and 
promise that under no conditions would they ever 
assist our country in engaging in war. Not only 
so but within the past three months two fathers 
have complained in my presence of the negative 
type of Bible teaching their children were re- 
celving in two of our Church Colleges, miracles 
being questioned in one instance and authenticity 
in the other. 


Friends, it is here and unless there is some very 
clear thinking and some very clear teaching and 
preaching on the subject of the absolute trust- 
worthiness of God’s Word, the worst is yet to 
come. Not only is the spiritual power and welfare 
of our Church involved; the very foundations of 
our national life are also at stake. There has been 
entirely too much condoning of error. For years 


in degree but the result is 


the writer has had a hobby of reading the religious 
book reviews in the leading publications of our 
Church, while also reading reviews of these same 
books in publications from outside the bounds of 
our Church. Again and again one has been im- 
pressed with the favorable reviews of acknow- 
ledgely radical books by our reviewers. Too often — 
this phrase is used, ‘‘We do not agree with all of 
the writer’s positions but we heartily recommend 
this book for careful reading.’’ Psalms 1:1 is for- 
gotten. : 

Too long have we elevated education, scholar- 
ship, and personality out of their rightful place. 
The Christian leader must be a man of God, one 
filled with the Holy Spirit, one to whom all else 
is subordinated and Christ and His Word put 
first. Moody said, “‘A preacher must be a man of 
one book.’ Books about the Bible have their 
value, provided those who wrote them believe the 
Bible, but nothing can take the place of a knowl- 
edge of and faith in the Word. For this reason, 
any who would detract from the Bible by making 
it a book, instead of The Book, should have no 
part in the training of our young men and women. 


This critical attitude towards the Bible ce 
in those who adopt it, the nerve root of soul- 
winning endeavor. In twenty-five years experience - 
in mission work in China the writer has yet to 
see a man holding this attitude who was willing 


to face the rigors, dangers, disappointments and 


sorrows of a country itinerating evangelist and 
stick it out, year after year. 

On the other hand, where the Bible is exalted, 
where it is accepted as verily the Word of God, 
there js born in the heart of the messenger a 
burning fire, kindled by the author of the Book, 
the Holy Spirit Himself, which sends out the 
young Christian worker with a Message. He knows 
he has something dying sinners need and by 
God’s help he intends to make that Message 
known. 

This issue is more than important, it is vital. 
Let us face it squarely. Let us recognize that one 
may be a saved man, a Christian minister and a 
gentleman and yet not suited as one to train the 
future leadership of the Church. This training is 
too supremely important to permit personal friend- 
ships to becloud our judgment. 


Its effect on Germany, and the evidence we 
have in our own country of the devastating effect 
of the so-called higher criticism should make us 
determined to see that those teaching in our 
Colleges and Seminaries shall lead those under 
their influence to a complete and abiding faith in 
the Bible, the Word of God. I am convinced that 
the overwhelming majority of our ministers and 
laymen want just this but wanting is not suf- 
ficient, we should demand it and in making this 


demand we are but doing our duty as Christians. 


Pattern For Chaos 


Should any organization, in the name of the 
Church, seek to establish a programme on which 
there is serious difference of opinion on the part 
of Christians? The answer is an emphatic, No. . 

After the last World War a number of Church 
leaders became pacifists and pushed their views 
with vigor, despite the fact that many others 
viewed this programme with grave alarm, look- 
ing on their activities as a menace to national 
security. 
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The Federal Council was a leader in the paci- 
fistic pressure brought against those who were 
seeking to prepare our nation for the inevitable. 

Today, except with a very few, pacifism is 
thoroughly discredited. It is recognized as being 
in some measure responsible for the loss of 
millions of lives and destruction of billions of 
dollars worth of property. And the end is not yet. 

Not content with this tragic mistake, pushed 


in the name of the Church, the Federal Council is 
already outlining a new economic policy for the 
post-war world. Many good men believe this new 
programme as grave uw menace as pacifism. 

Read Mr. Vining’s article, “The Federal Coun- 
cil, Foe to Capitalism,” in this issue and see the 
new pattern for chaos. A liberal theology begets 
a radical social philosophy. Cannot we be warned 


_ in time? 7 7 


At Dr. Cartledge’s request we give below his reply to The Journal’s analysis, in 
the July issue, of his book, “A Conservative Introduction To The Old Testament.” 

We would suggest that those who are interested and concerned over the implica- 
tions of this book secure and read a copy for themselves. 

Our position is not an attack on Dr. Cartledge personally, and we in no. sense 


question the sincerity of his motives. Neither do we wish to attribute to him a posi- 


tion which he does not hold. 


At the same time, in another editorial in this issue, we try to make plain that one 
teaching in a Church College, or Seminary, is in a peculiar position in the Church. 
We not only approve of, we earnestly desire that our students have the various aspects 
of radical criticism presented to them, and we agree with Dr. Cartledge that to do 
less would be folly. However, we most earnestly contend that a “conservative” pre- 
sentation of radical interpretation does not include capitulation to that position, as 
seems too often to be the case in this book. The higher critics do not have a monopoly 
on scholarship and no conservative fears the truth. What we do deplore is an ever 
changing attitude towards the authority of God’s Word, dictated by the critical mind 


of man. 


We quote again, with fullest approval, the words of our reviewer, in the July issue: 
“This critical spirit towards the Bible has been evangelism’s greatest foe. It is more 
edifying to allow the Bible to criticize us than for us to criticize the Bible.” 


A Conservative Introduction To The Old Testament 
By Rev. Samuel A. Cartledge, Ph.D. 


The writer does not care to enter into any pro- 


longed argument, as he has no taste for such. But 


impressions made in a review and two editorials 
in the July issue of ‘“‘The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal” are so important that they demand some 
statement from me. I have no intention of ex- 
plaining away any position taken in the book, to 
say nothing of retracting it all (what decent sem- 
inary would tolerate a professor who wrote a 
book and immediately retracted it all?) I have 
said nothing in the book in question that I con- 
sider the least bit heretical. There will be some, 
of course, who will not like the book when they 
read it. But the review and the editorials will be 
read by many who will not read the book, and I 
wish to correct for their sakes some of the charges 
made in “The Journal.”’ 


The reviewer questioned the right to use the 
word “Conservative” in the title. Let me quote a 
paragraph from my preface: “Like the New Tes- 


tament volume, this volume is written from the 


Conservative point of view. The author has made 
an honest attempt to evaluate other approaches 
with an open mind, but he has reached conclu- 
sions in harmony with the ancient beliefs of his- 
toric Christianity. Specifically, he believes in a 
personal God who created the universe and still 
governs it, and who can, when the occasion arises, 
work miracles to attain His desired ends. He be- 
lieves that the Bible is the inspired Word of God, 
that Christianity is God’s revelation of Himself 


to man rather than man’s feeble effort to discover 
God. He believes in Jesus Christ as the God-man 
who died an atoning death for the sins of those 
who would believe on Him. He believes that no 
position taken in this volume is out of harmony 


those great fundamental truths.’’ 


I used exactly the same principles throughout 
the Old Testament Introduction that I used in the 
former New Testament Introduction. I used the 
term ‘‘Conservative” in the title of both books, 
because I am proud of the fact that I do hold to 
the truths of historic Christianity. Of more than 
fifty reviews of the New Testament volume only 
three or four were the least bit critical, and they 
came from outside our denomination. As I under- 
stand the word, a Conservative holds to the fun- 
damental truths of historic Christianity and has 
a high respect for the traditional beliefs; but he 
must follow the attitude of Jesus and be bound 
by the truth when it contradicts tradition. 


“The Journal” has given the impression that I 


have completely undermined faith in the Divine 
Jesus when I said that it was possible to believe 
that Jesus may have seen fit to limit His know- 
ledge in regard to matters of minor historical in- 
portance. I cannot see how any orthodox person 
can draw such a conclusion. The Docetists magni- 
fied the deity of Jesus to the exclusion of His 
humanity, but they were heretics just as much as 
those who denied the deity. The orthodox position 
is that Jesus is truly God and truly man, and | 
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believe that with all my heart. Scripture says: 


“And Jesus ,increased in wisdom.” Jesus Himself 
said that He did not know the time of His Second 
Coming. We know that Paul meant something 


when he said that Jesus emptied Himself. Surely’ 


it is a very rash person -who would dare to explain 
the exact relationship at all times of His humanity 
and His deity! I reverently believe in both His 
deity and His humanity, and I admit freely that 
there are problems in this field that I have not 
solved—nor has anyone else. 

But the fact is that Jesus has not solved all of 
our problems of authorship, as the reviewer gives 


the impression. Jesus quotes often from the Pen- 


tateuch, and He often uses Moses’ name, but by 
no law of logic can it be shown that He said or 
believed that Moses wrote the Pentateuch as a 
whole. And the same thing applies to the other 
places where He is often quoted. Some Conserva- 
tives have tried to prove entirely too much, but 
overstatements always weaken a cause. 

The reviewer makes the strange statement that 
Jesus would have told the Jews of His day if they 
had been wrong about the Mosaic authorship of 
the Pentateuch. That is snatching a verse com- 
pletely out of its context. Why, if we took that 


position, we would have to justify every evil of. 


the status quo that Jesus did not directly attack! 
Jesus had something far more important to do in 
His short span of life than to teach us all about 
modern geography, astronomy, biology, historical 
criticism, and so on. Jesus was our sinless Re- 
deemer, not our pedagogue, in all of these minor 
matters. Jesus would never have wished to im- 
pede the search for truth in any realm of life, 


though some timid theologians have never learned 


that. | 
The reviewer, in the third place, says that the 
“book encourages a critical attitude towards the 
Bible that results in spiritual paralysis.” Then he 
goes on to try to blame all of Germany’s ills upon 
Biblical criticism! Surely the time for such an 
attitude as that is past. There is, of course, such 
a thing as a very radical criticism, but there is 


also a Conservative criticism. The principles of. 


textual and historical criticism have been pre- 
sented in the classes of Columbia Seminary for 
many years, and I make no apology whatever for 
continuing that practice in my own classes. Some 


students would prefer to be shielded from all the 
problems and take the position of the proverbial 
ostrich, but we cannot feel that that is the honest 
thing to do. There are many things about our 
Christian faith that we may know certainly, and 
we present them in no uncertain terms. We do 
not care to weaken these great fundamental truths 
by being equally dogmatic about positions that 
are not so certain. Often the only honest answer 
we can give to a problem is, “I don’t know.” It 
would, of course, be much easier to deal only with 
the great certain fundamentals, but a professor 
of New or Old Testament literature and interpre- 
tation in a theological seminary of an intelligent 
Church cannot ignore the many problems that his 
students face. 

The author has dedicated his life to the training 
of young ministers. He seeks to inspire in them 
a glowing faith in the Bible as the infallible 
rule of faith and practice. He urges them to be- 
lieve in the fact of the divine inspiration of 
Scripture, and then to go to Scripture itself for 
their theory of inspiration, rather than starting 
with an a priori theory into which they must 
twist Scripture. He has taken the vows of a min- 
ister in the Southern Presbyterian Church and of 
a professor in Columbia Seminary and he sin- 


-cerely believes in those vows teday as he did 


when he took them. 

Let me say, in conclusion, that I do not hope 
by this article to get persons who have read the 
book and do not like it to change their opinions. 
I have no doubt that it is marked by imperfec- 
tions and I did not expect that it would meet with 
universal approval. I believe there is need for 
such a book, however, and my aim in writing it 
was not negative but positive. As a companion to 
my earlier volume, it was intended to show that 
the Christian Church has nothing to fear from an 
honest investigation of the facts in any field, and 
that on the basis of a reasonable, grammatico- 
historical interpretation of Scripture the great 
fundamentals of our Faith stand unbroken. As to 
whether I have succeeded in that aim the Editors 


‘of “The Journal” have a right to their opinion. 
I believe that, as fair-minded men, they will re- 


cognize that they do not have the right to ques- 
tion the sincerity of my motives, or to attribute 
to me a position which I do not hold. 


The Federal Council  - 


Foe Of Capitalism 
By Rev. Robert L. Vining“ 


During the First World War Walter Rauschen- 
busch, a pioneer in the social gospel movement, 
and patron saint of many contemporary Modern- 
ists, gave the cue for attacks on our capitalistic 
system, when he said: “If we can trust the Bible, 


God is against capitalism, its methods, spirit and 


results.” (A Theology For The Social Gospel, page 
184). Conservative Christians repudiate such a 
statement as utterly false, false in its interpre- 
tation of the Bible, false in its indictment of 
capitalism. 

_ Nevertheless many churchmen, including leaders 
in the Federal Council of Churches, are vigorously 
opposed to capitalism. Whether one reads books 
by staff members of the Federal Council, or its 
official pronouncements, one becomes conscious of 
an underlying and deep-seated hostility to capital- 


ism. Some criticisms are presented in veiled and 
guarded language. Other utterances are more 
forthright in their condemnation of our system 
of private enterprise. “The profit motive” and 
“the acquisitive spirit” are flayed. Dr. John A. 
Hutchison, on page 68 of ‘“‘We Are Not Divided,” 
an unofficial history of the Federal Council, 
friendly thereto, frankly admits: “ ... most of 
the attacks upon the Council have been upon its 
social program ... ” | 


“The Facts about the Federal Council” is a 
pamphlet containing the substance of an address © 
delivered by Dr. Samuel Cavert, General Secretary 
of the Council, at Detroit, Mich., on Oct. 21, 
1936. In his address he endeavored to refute 
criticisms made of the Federal Council. Said he, 
in part, “An article in Nation’s Business by a 
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Detroit industrialist, entitled ‘Render Unto 
Caesar,’ made severe strictures on the Federal 
Council on the assumption that the Social Ideals 
of the Churches demanded the abolition of the 
profit motive. Unfortunately many who read this 
article never saw the article entitled, ‘And Unto 
God,’ which was written by an official of the Fed- 
eral Council in reply and which appeared in a 
subsequent issue. The truth is that the Social 
Ideals of the Churches do not propose the abolition 
of the profit motive at all. What they advocate 
is ‘the subordination of the profit motive.’ They 
insist that for the Christian the profit motive 
must be subordinate to the motive of serving the 
common good... ” 

Let us now examine the writings of staff mem- 
bers of the Federal Council and see whether 
they are as restrained in their criticisms of the 


‘ capitalistic system. We shall begin with Dr. Cavert 


himself, since he is the most important and influ- 
ential figure in the Federal Council by virtue of 
his position as General Secretary. : 

We cite four quotations from his book, ‘‘The 
Adventure Of The Church.” On page 38 he writes, 
“The root trouble is not that men fail to apply 
Christian principles to economic and _ industrial 
problems, but that they do not really believe that 
these principles can be applied. ... They assume 
that business and industry must be conducted in 
the interests of private profit. . . . They simply 
do not believe that love will work in the industrial 
realm or that true fellowship is possible there.” 
On page 95, he writes: “The (medieval) guild 
itself, in its best days, was organized on the prin- 
ciple of public service ... it can hardly be denied 
that medieval industry was more Christian in 
spirit than our modern factory system, which de- 
personalizes the relation between master and man 
and frankly regards the profit motive as con- 
trolling.”” On pages 197f. he asks, “Are we to see 
Western capitalism introduced into India, making 
women and children the prey of soul-less profit- 
seeking, and do nothing to mitigate its evils by 
infusing it with a concern for human values?” He 
adds, on pages 205f., “If the churches tacitly 
acquiesce in the unchristian concept that business 
and industry may be conducted primarily as a 
competitive struggle for profit rather than as a 
cooperative enterprise for human _ service, the 
missionary movement will go lame and halt.” 

In his book, “Securing Christian Leaders For 
Tomorrow,”’ Dr. Cavert exclaims, on page 25, 
“What a tragedy for modern industrial life that 
it is so organized around the profit motive that 
for millions of men the creative impulse is all 
but stifled!’ 

In “The Church And Industrial Reconstruction,”’ 
edited by Dr. Cavert, these strictures appear, on 
pages 98, 192, “The principle of competition 
appears to be nothing more than a partly conven- 
tionalized embodiment of primeval selfishness .. . 
the supremacy of the motive of self-interest’”’ (in 
Hutchison, p. 121). 

The Rev. F. Ernest Johnson is Executive Secre- 
tary, The Department of Research and Education, 
in the Federal Council. As one of the same school 
of thought as the late Walter Rauschenbusch, he 
was invited to deliver a series of lectures on ‘“‘The 
Rauschenbusch Lectureship Foundation of ithe 


Colgate-Rochester Divinity School,’’ which lectures 


were printed in book form in 1940 as “The Social 
Gospel Re-examined.” On p. 228 Dr. Johnson 
offers the criticism, ‘“‘. . . the economic system is 
so tightly geared to the profit motive as to pile 


up capital accumulations faster than the increag 
in the buying power of the population on whog 
demand industry depends.” 

The Rev. Walter W. Van Kirk, Executive Secre. 
tary, The Department of International Justice 
and Goodwill in the Federal Council, declares op 
page 49 of “Religion Renounces War’’ that 
preachers “know also that economic imperialism 
has for its purpose the perpetuation of a profit. 
seeking capitalism.” 

Dr. E. Stanley Jones, the noted Modernist mis. 
sionary to India—whom the Federal Council de. 
lights to honor, drawing frequently upon his 
talents for writing and for preaching—, states on 
page 146 of “‘Christ’s Alternative To Communism,” 
“‘As the more modern prophets put their finger on 
the central wound on the body of the world, 
competitive private profit, we shall wince and 
offer to do many things—everything except the 
one thing troubling us.’”’ On pages 70f., Dr. Jones 


writes, ‘Ye cannot serve God and ammon,’ 
Translated into modern terms it would read: 
‘Ye cannot serve God and the private profit 


motive.’ This launches a dart straight at the heart 
of the competitive system, which system is founded 
on the drive of the private profit motive. To 
choose to serve God would mean that we should 


have to organize life on the co-operative plan,- 


with mutual service, as the incentive, rather than 
on a competitive basis with the private profit 
motive as the incentive.” 

At a great ecumenical Conference held at Stock- 
holm, Sweden, in 1925, attended by more than 
500 delegates, Dr. Worth Tippy, of the Federal 
Council staff, ‘‘declared industry to be cursed with 
the ‘acquisitive spirit,’ which can be cured only 
by the mind of Christ” (in Hutchison, p. 239). 

Another notable ecumenical Conference was 
held at Oxford, England, in 1937. Prominent 
among the American delegation were several staff 
members of the Federal Council and their coterie. 
That Conference issued a ‘‘Report on the Church 
and the Economic Order.” The Report asserted, 
in the words of Dr. John Hutchison, p. 257, of 
“We Are Not Divided,” “But despite its obvious 
achievements the system of private capitalism has 
failed to produce justice, because of its false as 
sumption of a harmony of self-interest and the 
public interest. Thus along with technical progress 
have come secular economics, acquisitiveness, cut- 
throat competition, and the business cycle with its 
poverty amid plenty. ... The Report then proceeds 
to the specific points at which the Christian under- 
standing -of life is challenged by the existing 
order. First is the acquisitiveness, the mammon 
worship implied in capitalism.” 

We pass now to consider official pronounce 
ments by the Federal Council itself. In the 1933 
Report of the Federal Council, on page 28, (in 
Hutchison, p. 84), we read, “Private profit as the 


corner-stone of the economic order appeals to men 


to be selfish when the Christian gospel bids them 
to be unselfish and seek the common good .. .” 

_ On page 13 of the 1940 Biennial Report there 
is this lament, “The identification of Protestant 
Christianity with bourgeois society, whether urban 
or rural, means to a sobering degree the ur- 
conscious identification of the presuppositions of 
capitalism with those of the Christian Gospel. In 
spite of a generation of ‘social gospel’ preaching, 
one is forced to admit that relatively slight im- 
pression has been made upon the economic think- 
ing or action of the overwhelming majority of 

hristian laymen,” 
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The 1942 Biennial Report of the Federal Coun- 
cil contains, on page 18, this sentence, ‘““The chief 
contribution of the Church, especially of the 
clergy and all who have a teaching function within 
the Church, is to keep alive the vision in men’s 
minds of the true order of life as God intended 
life to be, an order in which the whole process of 
production has as its primary purpose the meeting 
of human needs instead of having the meeting of 
those needs a by-product of the pursuit of profit 


“the cumulative effect of these quotations is to 
demonstrate that the Federal Council is unalterably — 


opposed to capitalism and to the profit motive. 

What shall we say to these things? First, we 
concede that the capitalistic system is not without 
itt faults. No economic system can properly be 
expected to function prefectly in this world of 
fallible and sinful men. Whatever the system may 
be, however great its excellence, some men will 
always be greedy and covetous. 

But despite the faults of the men who operate 
it, it has been under the capitalistic system, anc 
by the grace of God, that the United States has 
become the most powerful, industrial nation upon 
earth, and has attained the highest standard of 
living ever reached by mankind. Let the de- 
tractors of capitalism minimize these stupendous 
achievements, if they will. As for us, we are 
grateful to Almighty God that we live in a 
capitalistic country. 

Moreover, we believe that the capitalistic system 


is derived from the Word of God. Permit us to 


comment briefly on a few Scripture passages. 

In Matthew 25 there is the well-known parable 
of the talents, the one servant receiving five 
talents, another, two talents, and a third, one 


talent. The first two servants were industrious and | 


went out and traded and doubled their money. 
The third was lazy and timorous, and hid his 
talent. The Lord commended the first two servants 
for their fidelity and their business acumen. The 
third was rebuked with the words, “Thou oughtest 
therefore to have put my money to the exchangers, 


and then at my coming I should have received 


mine own with usury.” Surely, we have here the 
profit motive taught by our Lord. 


Another significant passage is Eph. 4:28, “Let | 


him that stole steal no more: but rather let him 
labour, working with his hands the thing which is 
good, that he may have to give to him that need- 


eth.” Every man should support himself by honest — 


work. He should provide for his own needs. More- 
over, through intelligent application of. his skill, 
and a sense of thrift, he will be able to lay a 


competence by. Besides, out of his earnings he will © 


desire to aid others who may be in financial straits. 
Thus he will prove himself a good steward of that 
which he has earned. : 
Micah foresees a day when “They shall sit every 
man under his vine and under his fig tree; and 
none shall make them afraid ...” (Mic. 4:4). 
Here we have private ownership of property. 
Other Scriptures that might be cited (using 
the American Revised Version) include 1 Cor. 
9:10, “He that ploweth ought to plow in hope, and 
he that thresheth, to thresh in hope of partaking; 


1 Tim. 5:8, “But if any provideth not for his own, 


and specially his own household, he hath denied 
e faith, and is worse than an unbeliever; Gen. 
gd “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat 
As a concluding comment on these Biblical 
Passages, the Sunday School Times, July 11, 1942, 


present condition. 


said “These and many other Scripture references 
show that the acquisitive motive is a part of 
God’s providential plan for the human race in its 
The Bible teaches Christian 
stewardship of private property .. .” 

Inasmuch as the Federal Council of Churches is 


opposed to capitalism, under which system our 


nation has grown so great, and which system is 


derived from Scripture, we submit that for this 
reason, along with many others, the Federal Coun- 
cil is unworthy of the confidence of, or support 
by, Christian people. 

Since the Federal Council is opposed to capital- 


ism, what economic system does it favor? It would 


require another paper, and the kind indulgence 
of the editor, to treat of public ownership, certain 
objectives of Communism, and consumer’s 
operatives, all of which have their advocates in 
Federal Council circles. 
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Attention Subscribers! 


We appreciate the fine response on the part of 
many whose subscriptions have been renewed. 
You can help greatly with this by sending in your 
renewal now. This will save us extra postage. Our 
office force is small and overworked with the 
many details connected with the mailing list and 
the other matters incident to putting out The 
Journal. Please note the date on your address 
label, and if it reads 4-43 or 5-43 or 6-43 or 7-43 
or 8-43, then let us have your§renewal at once. 
The subscription price is one dollar ($1.00) per 
year, and the price holds good for our Mission- 
aries also wherever mail can be sent today. The 
address is: The Southern Presbyterian Journal, 
Weaverville, N. C. Our subscription list continues 
to grow steadily. So many friends are bringing it 
to the attention of others. We praise God for this, 
and pray for additional wisdom and strength for 
the tasks that lie ahead. 

The series of articles on Baptism by Rev. John 
Scott Johnson, Ph.D., is now available in booklet 
form. The price is 15¢ each, or two for 25c, post- 
paid; 25 or more, 12c each; 100 or more, 10c 
each; 500 or more, 8c each. They may be secured 
by writing the author at 1822 Broad Street, Au- 
gusta, Ga., or you may send your orders to us 
and they will receive proper attention. 
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What It Means To Be Sound In The Christian Faith 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D.* 


St. Paul never wrote just for the fun of writing. 
When he picked up his pen he had something im- 
portant to communicate. What he had to say is 
not 4s hard to understand as some would lead us 
to believe. A keen observer has reminded us 
that St. Paul is not very hard to understand if 
we allow him to say what he wants to say, but 
if we try to make him say what he doesn’t want 
to say he then becomes impossible to understand. 
When he wrote to Titus he had something vital to 
say, and any reader with average intelligence can 
grasp his message. 


The circumstances prompting this message were 
briefly these: Someone—possibly St. Paul, had 
established a Christian Church on the island of 
Crete in the Mediterranean. Crete was a strategic 
place, densely populated, called by Virgil “the 
island of a hundred cities.’’ These Christians on 
the island needed pastoral care, and St. Paul 
saw to it that they were not neglected. He de- 
cided to let Titus, one of his Gentile converts, 
take charge of this hard field of labor. Titus had 
an unquestioning loyalty to the Christian faith 
and the practical judgment that would enable 
him to meet a difficult situation. While he was 
there St. Paul wrote a letter giving instructions 
to help meet his hard problems. Titus had no 
small task to “set in order’’ the affairs of the 
Christians of Crete. For sometime they had been 
without consecrated and competent leaders and 
had loose ideas about the Christian faith and 
life. 

The character of the Cretans made it an uphill 
task for Titus to make much progress. The people 
were lazy. St. Paul called them “slow bellies.” 
Many of them were pirates who made their living 
by plundering vessels. They were notorious for 
their lying. Epimenides, one of their Greek teach- 
ers, said “The Cretans are always liars.’”’ They 
were prone to sensuality. St. Paul calls them 
“Evil beasts.”’ The Christians on Crete as well 
as Titus had a difficult time maintaining the 
Christian faith and life in such an environment. 


What advice did St. Paul offer Titus? Here it 
is: “Speak thou the things which become sound 
doctrine.” The Cretans needed straight and 
healthy teaching. At this time the historic creeds 
of the Christian Church had not been formulated, 
and the pastor had constantly to call the people 
back from their doctrinal errors, and persuade 
them to be true«to the message that God has 
spoken from eternity to time. He also urged Titus 
to sharply rebuke the modernists in the Church for 
their unsoundness of faith. “Wherefore rebuke 
them sharply that they may be sound in the 


faith.” 


When Titus read this letter, written to him in 
his official capacity, before the congregations he 
served, we may easily imagine the modernists be- 
coming angry and letting the bricks fly at the 
aged apostle’s head. They would reply to Titus, 
“Paul must be in his dotage. He is unnecessarily 
excited about the importance of sound faith. He 
should be abreast of the times and realize that 
we must follow the modern trends of thought 
which affirm that after all it doesn’t make much 
difference what one believes. We have advanced 
beyond the stage of rebuking anyone for not 
having a sound faith. He is taking this matter of 


faith too seriously. If he had the erudition we 
modernists have he would be more irenic in his 
remarks. He should learn how we modernists can 
speak of the faith even with levity.” 


But the Christian faith was something precious 
and priceless to St. Paul. It grieved him to see it 
threatened. He never lost a moment to defend it 
when it was threatened. For this defence he was 
willing to give his life. He hated false doctrines, 
not simply because they were contrary to the 
things he was teaching but because, if accepted, 
they would gradually and finally destroy the souls 
of men. He believed that anyone who disturbed 
the foundations of the soul was not interested in 
the eternal welfare of man or a friend of the 
Cross of Christ. Such is a rebel or traitor and 
should be designated as such. Now what did S$t. 
Paul mean by being sound in the faith? 


I. In the first place, St. Paul meant one must 
be sound in Creed. 


This involves a hearty acceptance of the Scrip- 
tures as the infallibly inspired Word of God, and 
an enthusiastic adherence to all the doctrines 
contained in the Scriptures. There is no doubt but 
that St. Paul accepted without equivocation the 


Scriptures as the inspired Word of God. There 


are many passages that confirm this fact, and 
space only permits me to mention one which after 
all should be sufficient. In II. Tim. 3:16 we read: 
“‘All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc- 
tion, for instruction in righteousness.” Any honest 
interpreter of St. Paul’s writings must admit that 
to St. Paul’s mind the Bible is a Book written by 
inspiration of God. He would agree with St. Peter 
that “Holy men of God wrote as they were moved 
by the Holy Ghost.”. One may find’ it difficult to 
believe this, but do we not find it more difficult 
not to believe it? 


Permit me to be confessional at this point. | 
have a simple confidence in the Word of God, 
and it came about in this manner. During my 
college days I was confronted with sceptical 
teachers who ridiculed the Scriptures and denied 
their supernatural origin. At that time I had to 
settle within my own mind whether I could still 
retain the faith taught me by my Christian mother. 
I gave this matter serious thought and this is the 
way my mind reasoned. I said to myself, ‘‘I believe 
in God, but what kind of a God do I believe 
in?”? My answer was, “I believe in a good God.” 
The next thought was, “If God is a good God, 
He certainly would not leave mankind in the 
dark regarding Himself.” “If this is true,” | 
reasoned, ‘“‘certainly God, if He is good, must re 
veal Himself.”’ I was forced then to ask, “If He 
has revealed Himself, would it be a perfect or im- 
perfect revelation?” I could not conceive of God 
giving to man an imperfect revelation. He is too 
great a God to do that. The only revelation that 
I could conceive of God having given is a perfect 
revelation and one that is altogether trustworthy. 
My conclusion, therefore, was that “the Bible is 
this revelation given to me by a good God and is 
therefore absolutely faultless and not once have 
I been shaken by their blasts from this position | 
was led to take during my college days. I may also 
add that the critics are like “The Kilkenny Cats.” 
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They destroy one another, each thinking there is 
one critic too many. : 

This conviction reached during my college 
days has been reinforced by the witness of :the 
Spirit. There is something about the Scriptures 
that tells my spirit they are absolutely trustworthy 
and that ‘“‘God spake all these words.” In our 
Lord’s parable of the Good Shepherd He stated 
that His own sheep know His voice and can dis- 


tinguish it from the voice of the stranger. I find — 
that to my soul the Bible is the voice of the 


Shepherd, and anything contrary to it is the voice 
of the stranger. The moment the experienced 
Christian reads a statement out of harmony with 
the Bible, there is something within that rises up 


jmmediately and exclaims, “This is not the voice 


of the Shepherd!”’ 

This conviction has also been reinforced by 
the witness of saintly men who have studied, 
taught, practiced, and preached the Scriptures 
over a long period of time. A few weeks ago we 
had the pleasure of having Dr. Wm. N. Blair who 
was a missionary to Korea for over forty years, 
with us. In a conversation one day he said this, 
“After teaching the Bible to the Koreans for over 
forty years word by word, clause by clause, and 
sentence by sentence, I am thoroughly convinced 
that the Bible is verbally inspired. Each word 
shows its divine origin and has a wealth of mean- 
ing not to be found in human writings.” This is 
the testimony of the best and saintliest Christian 
teachers I have known. They testify that the 


words of the Bible have kept them from a life — 


of sin and saved them from everlasting death. 
They assert that the Bible has given them peace 


in place of fear, joy in the midst of sorrow. Here. 


is pragmatism at its best—the Bible works. 
One thing is sure, and that is, that the Bible is 


the only unfailing light that we have to guide 


our feet safely through this world and triumph- 
antly to the next. In spite of this fact, there 
are some who are not satisfied unless they are 
engaged in trying to remove or disparage the 
power and efficacy of this light. I am reminded 
here of a story in one of Gilbert K. Chesterson’s 
books. Chesterson asked his readers to suppose 
that a great commotion has arisen in the street 
and it is due to the fact that many influential 
persons desire to pull down a lamp post. During 
the discuussion a gray clad monk standing near 
by is approached upon the matter. He said in the 
arid manner of the Schoolmen, “Let us first of all 
consider, my brethren, the value of light, if light 
be in itself good .. .” At this point the monk was 
Inexcusably knocked down and the people made 
a rush for the lamp post. In ten minutes the lamp 
post was down, and the people were going about 
congratulating each other on their unmedieval 


practicality. Chesterson remarked that some peo- 


ple wanted the lamp post pulled down to get the 
electric light; some because they wanted the old 
Iron; some because they wanted darkness because 
their deeds were evil; some because they thou 

it was not enough of a lamp post; and some too 
much, and some because they wanted to smash 
something. Then Chesterson concludes ‘So 


gradually and inevitably—today, tomorrow, and 


the next day—there comes back the conviction 
that the monk was right after all and that all de- 
pends on what is the philosophy of life. Only what 
we might have discovered under the gas light we 
must now discuss in the dark.’”’ Truly the Bible 
is the only lamp post we have to guide us through 
life. It has been proven to be “A lamp unto our 


feet and light unto our path,” but still some people 
with a desire to smash something are not content 
unless they are hammering at this lamp post. 
They endeavor to undermine its foundation, even 
though it is the only unfailing light that we have, 


and without it we are left to grope in darkness. 


No wonder Jeremiah affirmed ‘“‘the heart of man 
is deceitful above all things and desperately 
wicked.”’ 

Frequently we are told that the “experts” say 
certain things about the Bible as though these 
assertions should clinch the argument. There are- 
at least two things we must remember about 
the “experts”. The first is that they do not have 
much more at their disposal in making their de- 
cisions than the average humble Christian who 
studies his Bible prayerfully and carefully. Ask 
them about this and you will find it is true. In 


a recent book by Dr. Oswald T. Allis on the Old 


Testament he wrote “My aim is to convince 
earnest Bible students both ministers and laymen, 
that this vitally important question is not one 
which they must leave to experts and specialists, 
but that they are quite competent to investigate 
it for themselves.”’ Dr. Robert Dick Wilson, one of 
the ablest scholars in the field of Oriental 
languages that ever lived, and who taught Hebrew 
at Princeton Theological Seminary for many years, 
wrote in his book, “Scientific Investigation of the 
Old Testament’”’—‘“In conclusion, let me reiterate 
my conviction that no one knows enough to show 
that the true text of the Old Testament in its 
true interpretation is not true. The evidence in 
our possession has convinced me that at ‘sundry 
times and in divers manners God spake unto our 
fathers through the prophets’, that the Old Testa- 


ment in Hebrew ‘being immediately inspired by 


God’ has ‘by his singular care and providence been 
kept pure in all ages’; and that, when the wisdom 
of men and the law of God had alike failed to 
save humanity, in the fullness of time, when all 
the preparation was complete, God sent forth His 
Son to confound the wisdom of man and to redeem 
those who come under the Law. Thank God for 
the Holy Oracles. Thank Him yet more for ‘the 
unspeakable Gift’ of His love, who brought lfe 
and immortality to light in His gospel.”’ 

The second thing to remember about the “ex- 
perts’”’ is that they are no infallible. Our civilization 
has found it wise and just in ascertaining the guilt 
or innocence of a person, that it is not the best 
procedure to leave it to the ‘experts’. Instead 
of this we select a few men with common sense 
and integrity and leave the decision in their hands. 
In this connection it is also well to remember 
that Christ did not call “‘experts’’ into His group 
of twelve. The scribes and Pharisees were religious 
specialists. They knew all about religious edu- 
cation, but He did not call a single one of them 
into His college of apostles. . 


Some of the doctrines taught in the Scriptures 
are undoubtedly hard to comprehend and many 
of them we shall never understand in this world 
where we know only in part..If we cannot under- 
stand them we can trust them because they are 
Godgiven. Someone has said: “You can test a 
civilization by its capacity for tremendous beliefs. 
The civilization which has become unable to 
believe in immortality has ceased to deserve im- 
mortality.”” The same may be said of an individual 
Christian—he can be tested by his capacity for 
tremendous beliefs. If he is unable to believe in 
these great doctrines, he is unworthy of being a 
Christian. The Christian should never try to see 
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how little he can believe and still be a Christian, 
but how much he can believe and become a better 
and bigger Christian. Tremendous beliefs make 
tremendous Christians. Qur beliefs will come to 
expression in what we are and in what we do. 
Our Lord is still thrilled when He is able to say 
“O man great is thy faiths” He still answers the 
prayer of those who sincerely pray ‘‘Lord, in- 
crease my faith!’’ 


II. In the second place, to be sound in the 


Christian faith means that we must be sound in 
character and conduct. : 

Let it never be forgotten that to be sound in 
the faith means also to be a good man, to live a 
Christian life, to strive to reproduce Christ in all 
things. It is only by such living that our Christian 
faith can be certified as genuine and vital. The 
Christian must not only believe in the truth of 
this message but also live the truth of it. It is a 
tragedy to see a person who professes to believe 
God’s truth and then deliberately refuses to allow 
it to influence his life. The Christian faith, if 
vital, must affect moral practice, moral standards, 
and our way of looking at life. The Christian faith 
must be translated into life and action. Straight 
thinking must issue in straight living. It was for 
this reason that St. Paul wanted Titus to see to 
it that the Cretan Christians «should adorn the 
Gospel of Christ our Saviour in all things. 

Sound faith issues in a clean life. The blood of 
Christ cleanses the life. This applies to our 
thoughts. The Christian thinks clean thoughts be- 
cause he has a new mind. The thinking of the 
regenerate person is entirely different from the 
unregenerate person. The carnal mind needs 
cleansing because it is a fountain of death. Re- 
generation does just this. It also applies to our 
speech. “Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh.” No regenerated heart is given 
to vulgarity, or profanity. The Christian’s prayer 
is: “Lord, open Thou my mouth and my lips 
shall show forth Thy praise.” It furthermore 
applies to our acts. The Christian faith produces 
a recoil from sin so that unclean acts become re- 
pulsive. The biographer of an army officer who 
was a Christian wrote: “It was in the month of 
November 1851, that whilst awaiting the return of 
a brother officer to his rooms, he idly turned 
over the leaves of a Bible which lay on the table. 
The words caught his eye, ‘The blood of Jesus 
Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.’ Closing 
the book he said, ‘If this be true for me, hence- 
forth I will live by the grace of God as a man 
should live who has been washed in the blood of 
Christ. The past then is blotted out. What I have 
to do is to go forward. I cannot return to the 
sins from which my Saviour has cleansed me in 
his own blood.” The Christian faith has been able 
to influence more clean living than everything 
else in the world combined. The renewed heart 
craves purity. “‘These are they,’’ wrote one who 
had been cleansed, ‘‘which have washed their 
robes, dnd made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” ‘‘Now ye are clean by the word which I 
have spoken unto you,”’ said our Lord. 

The Christian faith also expresses itself in our 
attitudes. Our attitudes are our customary way 
of regarding certain things. They are very im- 
portant. The Christian attitude towards God is one 
of perfect confidence, love, reverence, obedience, 
and consecration. The Christian’s attitude towards 
self is that of humility, sincerity, and self-denial. 
The Christian’s attitude toward others is that of 
unselfishness, kindness, sympathy, “in honor pre- 


ferring one another.” Observe our Lord washing 
His disciples’ feet and we see Him showing us by 
example what our attitude toward others should 
be. He also gave us much light on what our atti- 
tudes should be in His nine beatitudes spoken in 
His Sermon on the Mount. 


The Christian faith is further expressed in a life 
of honest stewardship. St. Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians “I have a stewardship entrusted to 
me.” This is true of every Christian. According to 
the New Testament all life is a stewardship, be- 
cause all life is a trust from God. If we are 
Christians, we must recognize our stewardship of 
time. God must be taken into account in the ex- 
penditure of our time. He requires this and it is a 
reasonable requirement. This is’ true of our 
talents. Every endowment should be used for the 


-upbuilding of the Kingdom of God. It is also true 
of our money. Money is a symbol, representing — 


value. David McConaughy has said that ‘‘Money is 
the acid test.”’ It is the test of Christian character, 

The Christian faith must also be expressed in 
transmitting the Christian Message. The task is 
generally known as evangelism, and according to 
the New Testament every Christian should be an 
evangelist. No Christian is a sound Christian un- 
less he is an evangelistic Christian. To neglect or 


refuse to witness to the truth that salvation is 


found in Christ is to reject the authority and 
Lordship of Christ. If the Christian message is 
true, it should be known and known by all people. 
It is the Christian’s duty to communicate this 


truth to one another. The Christian who believes 


this truth will have a passion to make it known 
as long as anyone will hear. 

In conclusion, permit me to point out that the 
greatest tragedy that can happen to any Christian 
or Christian institution is to try to divorce the 
Christian faith from the Christian life. The two 
in God’s plan must go together, but unfortunately 
many try to separate them. It certainly does not 
work. About a year ago a president of one of our 
so-called Christian colleges was speaking before 
a group of ministers. He said in an arrogant man- 
ner, “I do not intend to allow anyone to ram 
any old theories of the inspiration of the Bible 
or the Atonement down my throat.’”’ After hearing 
this, a number of things crowded into my mind. 
The first thought was that of the _ speaker’s 
hypocrisy. No one has ever held a revolver at 
his side and asked him to swallow the beliefs of 
the Presbyterian church regarding the inspiration 
of the Scriptures or the Atonement. All Presby- 
terian ministers have subscribed to the same 
theories, the same beliefs, and have promised that 
if they find at any time that their beliefs were 
no longer in accord with the doctrines of our 
church, they would make them known to the 
Presbytery to which they belonged. This man, like 
all other Presbyterian ministers came into the 
ministry voluntarily and without coercion. The 
same door that was wide.enough to receive him is 
also still open for him to leave, if he is out of 
harmony with the vows he has subscribed to. 

The second thought that came into my mind 
was that such a statement as he had just made ex- 
plained to me why in the same college certain 
practices ho swelens and vicious to be expressed 
were published in all of the newspapers of our 
nation over the Associated Press. These practices 
were so vile that one blushes to even think of 
them. It also explained why one of our prominent 
ministers remarked just a few hours before this 
address that one of the young men from his 


Aug. IS 


church, 
denying 

It 1s 
should 
verts 4a 
Both e 
deadly. 
there W 
dismiss' 
allowed 
immora 
we are 
verts t 
them 
are fo 
with tk 


Neh. 
strengt 


Whe 
people 
Levites 
Word 
to mol 
God. FE 
ing, 
weep r 
is you! 
us, bu 
of jud 
grace. 
of sin, 
dempti 


~. The 
every 

appoin 
all is 

His p 
David 
with - 
such 
The pe 
kiah’s 
great 

since 

the ne 
and tl 
joy. V 
God n 
joy th 
Blesse 
for th 


“Savic 
i, @ 
Let 1 
I wil 
Fadil 
All | 
Solid 
None 


The 


7 
ft 
i= 
ia 
oy 
4» 
is 
4 
«i 
iT 


Aug. 1943 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Page 11 


this institution, came back home 
denying the resurrection of Christ. 

It is very important that the Christian Church 
should be awakened to the fact that spiritual] per- 
verts are just as dangerous as moral perverts. 
Both exert an influence that is poisonous and 


deadly. A few years ago in one of our churches 


there was an assistant Scout Master that had to be 
dismissed because he was a moral pervert. To have 
allowed this young man to influence boys in an 
immoral way would have been reprehensible, but 
we are just as guilty if we permit spiritual per- 
verts to influence our young people in robbing 
them of their faith. The time has come when we 
are forced to realize that those who tamper 
with the divine truths of Scripture are guilty of 


high crime. 

Again, I want to emphasize that the Christian 
faith and the Christian life must go together. As 
one continental scholar has put it, ‘“‘People want 
the apples without apple trees. Anyone who wants 
the Christian way of life must want the Christian 
faith; for the Christian way of life has never 


‘been anything else but the fruit of faith.” It is 


because of this fact that St. Paul wrote Titus to 
reprove those sharply who were not thinking and 
living straight that they might be sound in the 
faith. Only those who are sound in their thinking 
and living can adorn the Gospel of God, our 
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Saviour. ‘“‘Consistency, thou art a jewel! 


* Alexandria, La. 


The Jey Ot The Lord 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


Neh. 8:10. “The joy of the Lord is in your 
strength.”’ 


When the walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt the 
people gathered to worship the LORD, and the 
Levites expounded to them the law of God. As the 
Word of the LORD lay bare their sin they began 
to mourn and weep under the just judgment of 
God. But Nehemiah and Ezra stopped them, say- 
ing, “The Day is holy unto the LORD your God; 
weep not, neither mourn, for the joy of the LORD 
is your strength.’”’ The Word of God ever judges 
us, but blessed be the LORD our God, His Word 
of judgment is at the same time His Word of 
grace. He wounds, but He also heals. He convicts 
of sin, but He graciously pardons through the re- 
demption which is in Christ Jesus. 


~The Bible is a book of life, presenting people in 
every conceivable difficulty, suffering, sin, dis- 
appointment, need—but through it all and over it 
all is the sound of rejoicing. God brought forth 
His people with joy, His chosen with singing. 
David appointed singers to lift up their voices 
with joy and brought the Ark into Zion with 
such joy that his wife thought he danced too gaily. 
The people offered for the Temple with joy. Heze- 
kiah’s passover feast was celebrated with such 
great joy that Jerusalem had not seen the like 
since the days of Solomon. The foundations of 
the new Temple were laid with the shout of joy 
and the house of the LORD was dedicated with 
joy. When the walls of the city were dedicated 
God made His people to rejoice with such great 
joy that the joy of Jerusalem was heard afar off. 
Blessed is the people that know the joyful sound, 
for the city of God is the joy of the whole earth. 


“Saviour, if of Zion’s city 

I, thru’ grace, a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, 

I will glory in Thy Name. 

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, 
All his boasted pomp and show; 
Solid joys and lasting treasure 
None but Zion’s children know.” 


The living God is the only source of true joy. 


“In Thy Presence is fullness of joy; at Thy right 
hand there are pleasures for evermore.’’ Those 
that walk in the light of Thy countenance know 


the joyful sound. As you gather in His solemn 


assembly, “The LORD thy God in the midst of 


- thee is mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over 


thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy 
over thee with singing.’”’ Therefore, O God, send 
out Thy light and Thy truth and let them lead me 
to Thy Tabernacles, unto God my exceeding joy. 


“Praise to God immortal praise, 
For the love that crowns our days, 
Bounteous source of ev’ry joy, 
Let Thy praise our tongues employ.” 


I. The Joy of Our Lord’s Ministry. 


The joy of heaven was brought to earth when 
God became man for us men and for our salvation. 
Luke has caught the gladness of that hour in the 
fragrance of song with which He welcomes the 
Saviour. He ushers us as it were into a beautiful 
cathedral, on one side of which are the women, 
Elizabeth with her Benedicta, and Mary with the 
Magnificat; and on the other the men, Zacharius 


with the Benedictus, and Simeon with the Nunc 


Dimittis, while above is the angel chorus singing, 
“‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, 
good-will to men.’ When Mary comes to visit 
Elizabeth John leaps for joy, while Mary’s spirit 
rejoices in God her Saviour. The angel brings the 
shepherds good tidings of great joy -which shall 
be to all people. When the Wise Men saw the star 
they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. When 
all men began to come to Jesus John’s joy was 
made full. The friend of the bridegroom rejoiced 
greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. 


The Father gave not the Spirit by measure to 
the Son, and one of the primary gifts of the 
Spirit is joy. When Jesus admonishes the disciples 
to rejoice because he goeth to the Father for the 
Father is even greater, He is tacitly saying that 
up to that time He has been their joy. Our Lord 
began his miracles by making wine that there 
might be more joy at the wedding feast. When he 
healed the woman whom Satan had bound eighteen 
years, the ruler of the synagogue became indig- 
nant, but the multitude rejoiced for the glorious 
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things that were done by him. When the seventy 
returned from their mission of preaching, teaching 
and healing, they rejoiced that even the demons 
were subject unto them in Christ’s Name. Jesus 
told them rather to rejoice that their names were 
written in heaven. In the midst of His own rejec- 
tion by the critics of Galilee our Lord rejoiced in 
the Holy Spirit and said: “‘I thank Thee, O Father, 
Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou didst hide 
these things from the wise and understanding 
and reveal them unto babes; yea, Father; for so it 
seemed well-pleasing in Thy sight.” 


When what was foreshadowed in the rejection 
in Galilee occurred in Jerusalem also Jesus 
gathered His disciples close about Him, and in the 
shadow of Gethsemane and Calvary He spoke unto 
them that His joy might be in them and that 
their joy might be full. Passing rapidly by the 
agonies of His own going He promised to see 
them again and cause their hearts to rejoice with 
a joy that none could take from them. From His 
emptied tomb the women departed quickly with 
fear and great joy to bring the disciples word. 
The Epistle to the Hebrews tells us that for the 
joy that was set before Him, Christ endured the 
Cross despising the shame. At Pentecost Peter 
sees Him seated at God’s right hand made full of 
gladness with the Father’s countenance. Even be- 
fore the Resurrection Jesus lived in such com- 
munion with the Father, such delight in doing His 
will, that as He tasted death for every man, His 
spirit overflowed with a joy that was sufficient 
to make the joy of Disciples full. Now that He is 
enthroned in the joy of the Father’s presence, 
surely earth hath no sorrow that can quench the 
joy He giveth. 


“Jesus, Thou joy of loving hearts! 

Thou Fount of Life! Thou Light of men! 
From the best bliss that earth imparts 
We turn unfilled to Thee again.” 


II. The Joy of our Lord’s Salvation. 


The Psalmist continually speaks of rejoicing in 
Thy salvation, and out of the depths of sin David 
pleads, “Take not Thy Holy Spirit from me and 
restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation.’”’ There 


is joy in the presence of the angels of God over 


one sinner that repenteth more than over the 
ninety and nine that need no repentance. There 
was much joy in Samaria when Philip proclaimed 
unto them the Christ. The same evangelist began 
at the fifty-third of Isaiah and preached unto 
the Ethiopian Eunuch that Jesus was the lamb 
led unto the slaughter, who was wounded for 
our transgressions and bruised for our iniquities, 
and with whose stripes we are healed. The Ethi- 
opian accepted the Gospel, confessed Christ, was 
baptized and went on his way rejoicing. Paul 
stopped the Philippian jailor from killing himself 
and told him, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved.’”? This man heard the 
Word of the Lord, believed in God, was baptized 
and rejoiced greatly with all his house. Friend, 
would you know the joy of salvation? Believe on 


the Lord Jesus Christ, receive His atonement, | 


hide in the Rock of Ages that was cleft for thee, 
lay aside all confidence -in yourself, entrust your- 
self to Him. Christian, would you taste again the 
joy of the Holy Ghost? They that go forth and 
weeping lKearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
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come again with rejoicing bringing their sheaves 
with them. Be helpers of others’ joy and they 
will be your crown of rejoicing in the day of 
Jesus Christ. In that day He shall come ‘in glory, 
but now 


“Jesus comes to hearts rejoicing, 
Bringing news of sins forgiven; 
Leading souls redeemed to heav’n; 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Now the gate of death is riven.” 


The joy of His salvation carries with it the 
assurance of the Father’s love and wisdom and 
care. in every circumstance of life. The Bible is 
not a book of airy castles in the nebulous blue, it 
is not a vain clutching after Platonic ideas, it is 
the story of the joy of God in the serious problems 
of real life. Over the heart burns, the sorrows 
and sufferings of life we see the Father’s heart 
and know that His hand is upon us in chastening 


only to work out in us the peaceable fruits of 


righteousness. From the midst of physical suffer- 
ings the Apostle writes: “I am filled with comfort, 
I overflow with joy in all our affliction.’”’ James 
bids us count it all joy when we fall into manifold 
trials, knowing that the proving of our faith 


-worketh patience. Peter calls us to rejoice greatly 


even in grief for these trials prove our faith. As 
gold is refined in a furnace so our faith, being 
more precious than gold, though it is proved by 
fire shall be found unto praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ, on whom 
believing we now rejoice greatly with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory. Facing the reality of 
famine, the Old Testament prophet cried: 


“Although the fig tree shall not blossom, 
Neither shall the fruit be in the vines; 
The labour of the olives shall fail, 

And the fields shall yield no meat; 

The flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
And there shall be no herd in the stalls: 
Yet will I rejoice in the LORD, 

_I will joy in the God of my salvation.” 


Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
cometh to the people of God in the morning. 


“Q Joy that seekest me thru’ pain, 
I cannot close my heart to Thee! 

I trace the rainbow thru’ the rain, 
And feel the promise is not vain 
That morn’ shall tearless be.” 


Yes, God’s salvation has promises not only for 
this life, but also for that which is to come. As we 
look at the invisible things which God has for His 
children we find that our present afflictions work 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. Jesus tells us that when we are re- 
proached for the sake of the Son of Man we are 
to rejoice and leap for joy, for great is our re- 
ward in heaven. We are not to think a fiery trial a 


strange thing, but as we are partakers of Christ’s | 


sufferings we are to rejoice, for at the revelation 
of His glory we shall rejoice with exceeding joy. 
We have a Saviour who died and rose again that 
He might be the Lord both of the dead and of 
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the living. He is the Lamb who shepherds the 
souls in the heavenly pastures, the Son who pre- 
nares for us the many mansions of the Father’s 
ouse. Therefore to depart and be with Him is 
ar better for the believing soul however hard 


it may be for those who remain. And in the final. 


consummation we have the blessed hope of His 
appearing bringing with Him the tens of thou- 
sands of His saints, the New Jerusalem which 
occupies the City that has the glory of God for 
a light and the Lamb for a temple, new heavens 
in the new earth, where God dwells with His 
people, and wipes every tear from their eyes. 


‘Jerusalem the golden, 

With milk and honey blest, 
Beneath thy contemplation, 

Sink heart and voice oppressed; 
I know not, O I know not 

What joys await us there, 

What radianecy of glory, 

What bless beyond compare.”’ 


III. Rejoice in the Lord! 


One of the finest examples of rejoicing in the 
Lord is Paul’s experiences with the Philippian 
Church. At Philippi he was arrested and scourged 
without a trial, his feet were thrust into stocks, 
le was hungry; but at midnight he and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns to God. Is it any 
wonder that God used his testimony to bring the 
joy of salvation to the jailor? Some years later 


Paul writes to this Church from the bonds of a ~ 


Roman Prison a letter that is simply running over 
with joy. He always prays for these Philippian 
Christians with joy, he looks forward to seeing 
thm that their rejoicing may be more abundant, 
ne asks them to make his joy full by being of one 
accord, he rejoices greatly in their thought for 
him and repeatedly bids them -rejoice in the Lord. 
With the Epistle to the Philippians we may place 
a number of other Christian writings that have 
come from prisons redolent with the joy of the 
Lord: Revelation, Pilgrim’s Progress, Rutherford’s 
letters. The Confessional Minister in a Concentra- 


tion Camp has a joy to which the master of . 


Berchtesgaden is a stranger. Our own Dr. J. V. 
N. Talmadge stayed behind to care for our foreign 
mission property in Korea and was incarcerated 


several months. On his return he told us that the ° 


joy of the Lord had been his strength through 
those trying days. 


We are bidden by the Saviour to ask in His 
Name and we shall receive that our joy may be 
ul. Through His great mission access to the 
ather has been opened. He is the way by whom 
we come to the Father. As we come by this new 


ellowship with God is ours. 


“There is a place where Jesus sheds 

The oil of gladness on our heads, 

A place than all beside more sweet: 

It is the blood-bought mercy-seat. 


0 eyes that are weary and hearts that are sore 


Look off unto Jesus, aggl sorrow no more; 
The light of His countenance shineth so bright, 


That here as in heaven, There need be no light.” 


and living way the Father receives us, the joy of 


Again our Lord says, “These things have I 
spoken unto you, that my joy may be in you and 
that your joy may be made full.” The Book of 
God is the book of joy. And the way to joy is the 
study of the Word. In this hour of the World’s 
travail even the secular press is pointing to the 
Book that gives a light to every age. From th 
Saturday Evening Post we read: | 


“A fighting man speaks from the floor of a 
storm-tossed raft. ‘Is there a Bible among us?’ 
On a burning African desert a voice reads quietly, 
and a thousand heads bow reverently. ... In the | 
silence of night on a Kansas farm a mother finds 
solace in its thin, worn pages. ... Quietly its 
words of comfort are spoken in solemn requiem 
as rough hands grown tender lower a hero’s body 
overside.”’ 


In the search for peace through generations 
man has turned to the Bible. For the things men 
live by are found in this book that is the Word of 
God. In its pages men have found help for their 
deepest needs. Comfort for their shattered spirits. 
Light for their darkest hour. Always the Bible 
has inspired the noblest courage and the most 
sublime actions of man. Heroes have dedicated 
their lives to its principles. Martyrs have died 
with its words on their lips. 


Now, an anguished world turns to this book that 
has molded the life of man. For its lessons of 
mercy, humanity, tolerance, charity. For a 
restoration of the spirit torn with grief. For re- 
turn of the hope and faith grown weak under 
the whip of despotism. And here in its pages to 
seek the flame that lifts men’s souls. The courage 
to face tomorrow. The faith, that in good time 
the sound of war will end and men shall live 
again in brotherhood and peace.” 


For the words of this Book are written that 
ye may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing ye may have life 
through His Name. In the dim and distant 


-eenturies Abraham rejoiced to see His day, and 


He saw it and was glad. The faithful children of 
Abraham believed the promise that in his seed 
all the nations of the earth should be blessed and 
this faith in the Christ to come was accepted 
for righteousness. Now it was not written for his 
sake alone, that it was imputed to him; but for 
us also to whom it shall be imputed, if we believe 
on Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the 
dead; who was delivered for our offenses, and 
was raised for our justification. In Jesus Christ 
there is a righteousness that can avail for the 
foulest sinner, a salvation for the most guilty. 
“Therefore, I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, 
my soul shall be joyful in my God; for He hath 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, He 
hath covered me with the robes of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decketh himself with ornaments, 
and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels.” 


*Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 
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September — The Foundation Of Religious Education 
Is The Christian Home 


By Ellen S. Poindexter 


(Psalm 127) 


1. Except the Lord build the house, they labour 
in vain that build it: except the Lord build the 
city the watchman waketh but in vain. 


2. It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up 
late, to eat the bread of sorrows, for so he giveth 
his beloved sleep. 


8, Lo, children are the heritage of the Lord and 
the fruit of the womb is his reward. 


4. As arrows are in the hands of a mighty man; 
so are children of the youth. 


5. Happy is the man that hath his quiver full 
of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they 
shall speak with the enemies in the gate. 


We have set before us in this Psalm the way 
of failure in home building and also the way of 
success. There are certain things which if left out 
of the making of a home, will cause sorrow, and 
defeat, there are also certain principles, which 
if faithfully believed and practiced will bring 
happiness and success. For the sake of clearness 
we will consider these two truths under the two 
heads of 


I. The House of Vanity - vs. 1,2. 


Three things are pronounced absolutely worth- 
less or vain in the establishing of a home. 


1. “Except the Lord build the house, they 
labour in vain that build it.’”’ The very foundation 
of the new home must be Jesus Christ. Eph. 5:25. 
Likewise the love of the husband and wife to 
Christ’s love for His church. ‘‘Husbands love your 
wives, even as Christ also loved His church, and 
gave Himself for it.’’ That love in the heart of 
one man for one woman in Christ, and the love of 
one woman for one man in Christ is the citadel 
of blessing to the world. For if these two with 
love in their hearts to God, and to each other 
bring children into the world, and teach them by 
precept and example to love God and one another, 
no power on earth or in hell can bring bitterness 
and sorrow in Family relations. : 


2. ‘Except the Lord keep the city the watchman 
waketh but in vain.” It is a great thing for the 
home to have Christ for the chief cornerstone, but 
Christ himself constantly warned Believers of 
the necessity of watchfulness, lest they be led 
into temptation. So the Christian home is a home 
of watchfulness to observe the practice of faith 
which God has given us through His Word. He 
tells us to “pray without ceasing.’’ Surely the 
Family Altar should be an integral part of the 
Christian home. He tells us to “Study to show 
ourselves approved unto God.” Surely Bible Study 
will be a daily practice. He tells us to “abstain 
from all appearance of evil.’”’ Surely the common 


social practices of the day such as the cocktail 
hour, will be omitted from its program. He tells 
us to “In every thing give thanks,” to ‘“‘do good 
unto all men,” to “forget not to show hospitality,” 
to ‘‘not render evil for evil unto any man but to 
ever follow that which is good.” He tells us “it 
is more blessed to give than to receive,” and He 
gives us many, many rules of conduct, which if 
followed will bring blessing, but which will re. 
quire eternal vigilance to practice. 


_ 3. “It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up 
late, to eat the bread of sorrows.” It is indeed 
vain to give all our strength to the program of 
this world, important as it is to earn our daily 
bread, secure an education, discharge family and 
civic duties; these may all be classed under the 
“bread of sorrows,’’ for necessary and important 
as they may be, if they are an object in then. 
selves and not done for the glory of God they 
bring no eternal gain. Isaiah the prophet brings 
out this thought in the words, ‘‘Ho every one that 
thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath 
no money, come ye buy and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money and without price. 
Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is 
not bread and your labour for that which satis 
fieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye 
that which is good, and let your soul delight itself 
in fatness.”’ 


II. The Home of Victory - vs. 3-5. 


The crowning glory of the Christian home is the 
children. It is needless to say that in the Godless 
home the exact opposite is true and that often 
the children are crown of sorrows. Three truths 
are given us concerning the children of the Chris- 
tian home. 


1. Vs. 3. “Lo children are the heritage of the 
Lord, and the fruit of the womb is His reward.” 
Children are God’s gift to the home, and it should 
never be forgotten that they are dearer to Him 


than even to their parents, and that to parents 


has been entrusted the stewardship of their 
precious lives. Some day an account will be re 
quired by God of this stewardship. 


2. Vs. 4. “As arrows in the hand of a mighty 
man so are children of the youth.” As sons and 
daughters grow and develop in the knowledge and 
in the fear of the Lord there comes into that 
home a new strength, a new joy, probably a new 
source of income, as the children join in with 
— parents in the work and pleasures of the 

ome. 


3. Vs. 5. “Happy is the man that hath his quiver 
full of them, they shall not be ashamed, but they 
shall speak with the enemies in the gate.” As 
youth gives way to old age and parents feel the 
sands of time running out, the sun set of life is 
made to glow with heavens glory because of the. 
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love of children as they defeat the gloom of age 
by tender ministries of love which only Christ can 
teach the heart. To the child of christian parents, 
the greatest joy is to be able to love and cherish 
a beloved father and mother and to enjoy fellow- 
ship with them in their ripe christian experience. 


A Plea For The Family Altar 

A teen age boy named Nat was a member of a 
Christian home in which the parents had definitely 
4 daily program which was carried out with the 
prayer that they and their children would be 
strengthened by it and more able to go out into 
the world and walk as God expects Christians to 
walk. 


One night Nat brought home a friend whose 
mother and father were not Christians but were 
divorced. This boy knew nothing of the joy of 
living in a Christian home. At breakfast Nat’s 
father read the Word and had a prayer as was 
usual. He prayed for Nat, then he asked God to 


‘bless his friend, to guide him during that day 


and to give him faith to believe. 


As the boys went to school the visiting lad was 
very quiet and finally looking into Nat’s eyes 
as they neared the school grounds, he said—‘lIt 
sure makes a fellow feel better to be prayed for, 
doesn’t it, Nat?’’ Nat admitted that it 


Experiences In Evangelism By 


Our Own Pastors 
By Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. 


lI was visiting a member of my church, a land- 
lady in a boarding house. Among the boarders was 
a young lady, a stenographer, who was not a 
Christian and altogether indifferent. The landlady 
asked me to talk with her. Opportunity was found 
that night after the boarders had left the dining- 
room. I approached the subject of her salvation 
and she seemed greatly moved. Said I was the 
only one who had ever talked with her on the 


subject. She wouldn’t decide for Christ that. 


night. I went to C— next day. At the hotel there 
I wrote her a long letter and told her that she 
was on my prayer-list and moreover that she was 
going to remain there until she accepted Christ. 
An answer came promptly and she told me that I 
had given her a great deal of trouble when I 


told her that she was on my prayer-list. I saw’ 


her again in a few days and as we sat in the 
parlor I asked her to give herself to Christ. She 
hesitated a few moments and then convulsively 
gave me her hand as she declared herself on the 
Lord’s side. The next Sunday I had the pleasure 
of receiving her into the church and baptizing her 
in the presence of the congregation. She said it 
was that prayer-list that broke her down. 


Pastors frequently become discouraged because 
no souls are won. They feel rebuked. On one 
of those occasions I went to see a business man 


who was a regular attendant upon our services 


but who was not a Christian. He was very 
approachable. I told him that I came to ask him 
to confess his faith and unite with the church 
next Sunday. And then I told him that I had been 
preaching for several years in our church and 
could no longer bear to continue as pastor unless 
he and some others would give themselves to 
Christ. I asked him to go across the street to an- 
other business man who was not a Christian but 
who, like him, attended church with his wife who 
was a Christian, and tell this man that he was 
going to confess his faith in Christ next Sunday 
and “I want you to do the same thing.” But be- 
fore he got to see this business man, I went to 
see him and made the same plea. Next Sunday, 


I don’t remember what I preached about, but I 


felt moved to go down before the pulpit and ask 


for any who were ready to confess Christ to come 


forward while the congregation sang “Just as I 
am.” And out from their pews both of these fine 
men came and gave me their hands—and never 


did that song bear so much Gospel fervor as those 
men surrendered to Christ. 


A man called me up on the phone and asked me 
to come down and see him. He was a man past 
seventy years of age. I had spoken to him fre- 
quently about accepting Christ. He always had 
some excuse. But this time the first thing he 
said when he saw me coming in was ‘Preacher, I 
surrender!’”’ We thanked God together. 


These are from three different pastors. The 
first emphasizes prayer and a prayer-list. The 
second holds encouragement when conditions are 
hard. And the third tells us that there may be 
many who are almost persuaded and ready. 


Montreat Conference Of Men 


For Missions Movement 
August 13-14-15 (Friday Thru 
Sunday) 1943 


This conference has grown in interest and 
deep spiritual note for the past three years to 
be one of the most popular of the Montreat Con- 
ferences. It is in the heart of the Foreign Mission 
Conference. 

Three years ago Pres. R. T. Faucette, of 
Chattanooga, called on the men to put as ob- 
jectives ‘‘a million for missions,” and getting the 
Committee out of the red. That last has been ac- 
complished, and we are well on the way towards 
setting aside one million for a re-occupation fund 
as soon as the war is over. | 

At the conference this year there will be the 
greatest gathering of missionaries in the history 
of our Church. Many of note will be there and 
a royal fellowship will be enjoyed. Dr. Harry 
Myers, who held the General Assembly enthralled 
with the account of his imprisonment, will speak 
to our laymen. Dr. C. Darby Fulton, one of the 
most interesting speakers on missions in the world 
today, will bring missions up to date. Dr. W. O. 
Carver, of the Southern Baptist Seminary, is a 
great speaker of note. 

The fellowship of the men’s meeting Saturday 
afternoon with Jap Patterson, Bob Faucette, 
Charlie Norfleet, Bill Sibley, in charge, will be a 
time of decision as to the future. The Montreat 
Assemblies so far this summer have not been 
hampered by the travel difficulties but have been 
the best attended ever. Let the men show the 
women missions is their business too. 

—J. P. McCallie. 
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Religious News Of The Camps 


DEFENSE SERVICE COUNCIL 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 


Rev. Dan. T. Caldwell, D.D., Director. 
410 Atlantic Life Building — Richmond, Virginia. 


The following letter was written by a soldier and refers directly to a Southern 
Presbyterian Chaplain stationed in the Pacific Area. This chaplain has been in for- 
eign service for more than a year. This letter gives some insight into the work of our 


chaplains among those in the service. Our Defense Service 


Council is supporting 


the chaplains in every possible way; field communion sets, literature, hymn books, etc., 
are. provided by the Council. The director corresponds with the chaplains, endeavor- 


ing to give advice and encouragement. 


“Dear Mom: 


“Do you remember the day I left home? (Silly 
question for me to ask, isn’t it?) I guess all 
mothers either say or wish that their sons will ve 
‘good boys.’ In spite of all we go through, I’m 
proud to say that many of the men do their level 
best to live up to the training their parents have 
given them. As a rule people think that all the 
finé qualities of a man are forgotten when he 
leaves for the army. Don’t you believe a word of 
it. Those that never had the right teachings from 
parents, or those who never went to church often 
see things in a different light out here. Perhaps 
it’s because we are closer to those things that 
make a fellow realize that the finer things of life 
are worth something after all. I have seen men 
get down on their knees at night and pray just as 
they did at home. Usually it’s those at home for 
whom the silent prayers are intended. We really 
wre get much time to think too much about our- 
selves. 


“What I want to tell you about in this letter is 
our chaplain. I’ll not. give him a name except 
Chaplain Mac. That’s the way we feel when we 
go to him with our problems. I don’t mean that 
our officers fail to understand our problems, but 
they are so filled with military matters that it is 
a natural thing to go to the chaplain. Being an 
officer has not changed him a bit. It’s just as 
though we would go to the minister at home with 
a problem. Men don’t open up and tell secrets to 
just anybody, but they do to Chaplain Mac. We 
feel that he has as much interest in us as you 
would. No task is too much for him, no favor too 
complicated for his efforts. If it is spiritual advice 
we want he gives it in such a way that there 
seems to be no preaching, but just good, sound 
advice. He isn’t a bit backward about telling us 
where we are in error, and if the need arises he 
can tell you straight from the:shoulder. Men 
don’t like the so-called ‘pussy-foot’ type of chap- 
lain. Chaplain Mac is a real fellow through and 
through. His hut is one of two places always open 
to a man in trouble or in need of sound advice. 


“The Christmas service he conducted merits a 
place in my memory for all time. Services at 
home were of the type everybody expected. The 
decorated church, children singing, the story of 
Christmas, and then it was over for another year. 
No one service stands out like this one. I, for 


sort of throb that tells you it is from the inside 


long time. I want to be worthy of the protection 


—Dan. T. Caldwell, Director. 


one, will always remember Christmas, 1942. With 
the sky for a roof. and piles of gleaming white 
coral for a seat, we listened to the story of 
Christ’s birth. There was no sound except the 
waves beating on the shore, and the breeze sing. 
ing over the hills and sand. A full moon lighted 
up the whole scene as if to pass a blessing upon 
the assembled group. One of our officers played 
his violin, although he had no music. As the 
strains of the music came softly to us there were 
wet eyes and full throats. Remember when a hunk 
of apple got caught in your throat? Well, we had 
that feeling. Chaplain Mac, tall in his army uwi- 
form, told the Old Story that is ever new to those 
who love it. On another section of the Post a like 
group sang the old Christmas hymns. I have never 
heard such beautiful singing. The voices were low 
(a fellow doesn’t want it to break) and full ofa 


As the last strains of ‘Silent Night’ died away 
that moment of deep devotion could almost be 
weighed, it was so heavy. There were handker- 
chiefs used that night. No one even bothers t 
deny it. Don’t ever think, Mom, that we forge 
the things that are near and dear to us, even 
though we are thousands of miles from home. Dis 
tance doesn’t take away our memories of you all 
The Scripture ended something like this: ‘Out of 
Egypt kave I called my Son.’ Our prayer is thai 
we, too, will be called home for next Christmas 
As we quietly trooped back to our quarters, some 
were humming parts of the songs just completed, 
others were silent and alone with their thoughts 
I can speak only for myself (although I knov 
many others of a like mind) in this case. I said 
my prayers more earnestly tonight than for 3 


I ask, and the blessing of being able to retum 
home when it is all over. When a man and a se 
vice can do that to you, he is worth his weight ij 
gold to us. 


“I’m not very good at saying such things, Mon, 
but I think you understand what I am trying t 
say. Don’t worry about me. Just keep well ani 
I’ll try to do the same. I’m looking forward t 
your letter telling me all about Christmas # 
home. Gee, I’m going to have a lot to make w 
when that old boat docks. All my love to yal 
and Pop, Yours, 


“Jim.” 
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The Church And Dogmatism 


By Rev. A. R. McQueen, D.D.* 


A charge that has been brought against the 
Christian Church in all ages is that it is too 
dogmatic in its teachings, and this attitude it is 
said, has caused it to lose influence with multi- 
tudes of people. 

This charge is the result of several causes. One 
is the tendency of human nature to resist any re- 
strictions, real or imaginary, of its activities and 
to be a law unto itself. Another is a misappre- 
hension of the true function of the Church. 

As to the first of these causes, no man or church 
has the wisdom to erect a system of true religion, 
nor the authority to bind the consciences of men 
with a man-made system. The futile efforts of 
heathenism for thousands of years in this direction 
clearly show that man can no more lift himself 
from his moral and spiritual degradation than he 
ean lift himself out of the mud by his boot-straps, 
nor has man as a creature and a sinner any 
more right to attempt to dictate the relationships 
to exist between his Creator and himself than has 
a criminal to dictate the relationships to exist 
between himself and the state whose laws he has 
set at naught. 

On the other hand, the Creator has the wisdom 
and the right to define all relationships between 
himself and men, and the authority to bind his 
precepts on the conscience of mankind. It is not 
only his prerogative to do this, but we would 
naturally suppose he would reveal these relation- 
ships to man, since they so profoundly affect his 
welfare here and hereafter. Such a system he has 
evolved, setting forth his will in all matters relat- 
ing to man, and revealed it in his Word, and has 
committed to the Church the task of declaring it 


‘to all nations. This is the true function of the 


church. Hear his last orders to the church: “Go 
ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe all 
things whatsoever I have commanded you, and, lo, 
I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.” It is difficult to see how a command could 
be more explicit than this. 


His teachings reveal Jesus Christ as the greatest | 
Dogmatist of all time. In the fifth chapter of 


Matthew’s Gospel, the beginning of the ‘“‘Sermon 
on the Mount,” the Saviour’s Inaugural Address 
in which he sets forth the nature and object of 
his Kingdom, the pronoun “I”? occurs eleven times, 
and the formula “Ye have heard that it hath been 
said—but I say unto you,” etc., is used five times. 
He closed this discourse by likening those who 
hear his teachings and do them to a wise man 
that built his house upon a rock, and on such a 
foundation, it withstood the violence of the temp- 
est, and those who hear his sayings and do them 
not to a foolish man who built his house upon the 
sand, and it went down in ruin before the fury 
of the storm, because it lacked a good foundation. 
Throughout his teachings we find such statements 
as these, with numerous others of the same im- 
port: “For if ye believe not that I am he, Ye shall 
die in your sins;” “I am the way, the truth, and 
the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by 
me;” “He that is not with me is against me, and 
he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad;” 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 
they follow me: and I give unto them eternal life; 


and they shall never perish, and no one shall 


- snatch them out of my hand, my Father who hath 


given them unto me is greater than all, and no 
one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s 
hand: I and my Father are one;’’ “Heaven and 
earth shall pass away but my word shall not 


pass away.” 


It is this gospel, with all its dogmatism, that 
Christ has commanded the Church to teach to all 
the world, and this message, now couched in 
tenderest tones, now spoken in most solemn warn- 
ing, sometimes in scathing denunciation, again in 
earnest appeal, constitutes his final ultimatum to 
the human race: ‘“‘He that believeth and is baptized 
shall be saved, he that believeth not shall be 
damned.” 

There is nothing, however, vindictive in Christ’s 
ultimatum. He met the awful condition of the hu- 
man race as it really is, and dealt with it frankly 
and fully. Love, truth, righteousness, justice, 
grace, and mercy walk hand in hand throughout 
his life and teaching. The “glorious gospel of the 


blessed God’’ was conceived in love, and brought 


forth in grace. The Son of Man came not to de- 
stroy men’s lives but to save them. It is obvious, 
therefore, that the church cannot voice the teach- 
ing of Christ and not be dogmatic, for his teach- 
ing is the essence of dogmatism. If it ever ceases 


to be dogmatic it will be a traitor to Christ its 
Head, and a fatal snare to the human race. 


When one nation sends its ambassador to an- 
other with an ultimatum, the issue of which will 
be war, with the expenditure of billions of dollars 


and the loss of millions of lives, or continued 


not re- 
sponsible for the conditions of the ultimatum nor 
the results that follow its presentation. His busi- 
ness is to hand the paper to the authorities of the 
nation, and the result would be the concern of the 
two nations. If he did not present it, he would 
be promptly and ignominiously recalled. If in his 
pride he felt that he knew how to deal with the 
situation better than his government, and would 
change the terms of the instrument to suit the de- 
sires of the enemies of his country, he would be 
branded as a traitor. Besides, his perfidly would 
not avert the war; it would not alter the deter- 


peaceful relations, the ambassador ip 


mination of his nation to attack its enemies unless ° 


they met the terms of the ultimatum. If he pre- 
sented the paper, he would be regarded as a 
faithful and trustworthy ambassador. This figure 
is used in the Scripture to illustrate the function 
of the church. It is to beseech men to be recon- 
ciled to God, to appeal to their reason, their ex- 
perience, observation, and conscience, acquaint 
them with the holiness of the Divine law, God’s 
intense hatred of sin which is the violation of that 
law, and his unalterable determination to punish 
it. His gracious offers of forgiveness, sonship, 
peace, the power to live righteously, and the 
promise of happiness here and hereafter. At the 
same time it is to warn men of the fearful conse- 
quences, in this life and that which is to come, 
of rejecting the King’s ultimatum. 

If the Church delivers this message with all its 


hard sayings, .it is a faithful witness. If it fails 


to deliver it, it is an unfaithful witness. If in its 
pride and .arrogancy it is persuaded that it knows 


more perfectly what are the necessary conditions 
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for the reconciliation of men to God than the 
Almighty himself and alters the terms of the 
Gospel in favor of the enemies of Christ, which 
is the usual result, then it is traitorous to Christ 
and men, for surely any changes it may make will 
not alter the conditions of salvation, nor reverse 
the purpose of God to save those who obey him 
and to punish the disobedient, for ‘the word of 
the Lord liveth and abideth forever.”’ ‘““‘Who hath 
directed the Spirit of the Lord, or being his coun- 
sellor hath taught him? With whom took he coun- 
sel, and who instructed him, and taught him in 
the path of judgment, and taught him knowledge 
and showed to him the way of understanding?” 
The Church thus becomes a blind teacher of the 
blind and both fall into the ditch. 


In the performance of its task, the Church, or 
certain branches of it, have sometimes erred. For 
instance, certain sects have endeavored to bind 
the consciences of men in matters not mentioned 
at all in the Scriptures. Sects have also over- 
stressed matters of relatively small importance, 
doctrines founded on different interpretations of 
certain passages of the Scripture by learned and 
honest men, have been paramounted to places 
of importance far above their place. In some in- 
stances the Church seems to have forgotten that 
its power is only declarative, that it has no au- 


thority except that which has been given it from 
above, has ruled the Lord’s people with rigor, and 


exercised lordship over them. Sometimes, too, it 
has forgotten the spirit which should prevail among 
its teachers and those who exercise authority. 


In most of the branches of the Church these 
defects have been of a comparatively minor nature, 
and have been in many instances eliminated. There 
can never be a perfect Church on earth till there 
are perfect human beings. 


On the other hand, surely it would not be wise 
for the government receiving an ultimatum’ from 
a stronger nation, which would mean its over- 
throw if rejected, to spend too much time criticis- 
ing the clerical errors in the paper, and the de- 
fects in the address or language of the am- 
bassador? The message is the matter of supreme 
importance. The church is composed of men and 
women, and therefore likely to err in a great 
many instances, but it carries the weightiest of 
all messages, and that is the thing of greatest 
importance. 


Our age does not need less Yogmatic teaching 
but more of it in its proclamation of “All things, 
whatsoever he hath commanded it,’’ and in the 
spirit with which he spoke. The Church must pro- 
claim in no uncertain tones Christ’s messages con- 
cerning sin and salvation, the justice and mercy 
and grace of God, the conditions on which he will 
pardon men, repentance, faith, love, the judgment 
to come, heaven, hell, eternity, and all the other 
great truths that he taught. Of course in doing 
this the Church will meet with bitterest opposition 
and most seductive overtures for compromise, and 
it has felt keenly the influence of both. Doubtless 
Christ had these very influences in mind when 
he said to his disciples one day in the presence of 
a great multitude, as he was training them for 
their work of teaching: “And I say unto you my 
friends, be not afraid of them that kill the body, 
and after that have no more that they can do. 
But I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear: Fear 
him, which after he hath killed hath power to 


cast into hell, yea, I say unto you, Fear him.” 
The fear that these Church leaders might enter. 
tain of men, who could only carry their oppo. 
sition to the gospel to the point of slaying the 
messengers, must give way to the fear of the 
Author of the message, who had and still has the 
power to cast into hell after he has killed. No 
class of men has a more awful responsibility rest- 
ing upon them, nor a stricter account to render 
to the Christ than the Church must render for 
what it does with his Word. It is possible to wrest 
the Scriptures to one’s own destruction, and to 
the ruin of others. 


The Church has the Saviour’s own message for 
a sinful, dying race, and it is its task to lay it in 
its fulness, with love and courage before men, 
and it is theirs to make the fateful choice as to 
how they shall receive it, for it is not to be forced 
on anyone, but the Saviour’s “Come, ye blessed 
of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world” awaits all 
who accept it. 


*Dunn, N. C. 


Against A Thorn 


(II. Cor. 12:7-9) 


Once I heard a song of sweetness, 
As it cleft the morning air, 
Sounding in its blest completeness, 
Like a tender, pleading prayer; 
And I sought to find the singer, 
Whence the wondrous song was borne; 
(And I found a bird, sore wounded, 
Pinioned by a cruel 'thorn.) 


I have seen a soul in sadness, 
While its wings with pain were furl’d, 
Giving hope, and cheer and gladness 
That should bless a weeping world; 
And I knew that life of sweetness, 
Was of pain and sorrow borne, 
(And a stricken soul was singing, 
With its heart against a thorn.) 


Ye are told of One who loved you, 
Of a Saviour crucified, 
Ye are told of nails that pinioned, 
And a spear that pierced His side, 
Ye are told of cruel scourging, 
Of a Saviour bearing scorn, 
(And He died for your salvation, 
With His brow against a thorn.) 


Ye “are not above the Master.’’ 

Will you breathe a sweet refrain? 
And His Grace will be sufficient, 

When your heart is pierced with pain. 
Will you live to bless His loved ones, 

Tho’ your life be bruised and torn, 
(Like the bird that sang so sweetly, 

With its heart against a thorn.) 

—Selected. 
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‘The Contrast 


Infidelity And Its Answer 


Out of the night that covers me 
Black as the pit from pole to pole, 

I thank whatever gods may be : 
For my unconquerable soul. 


In the fell clutch of circumstance 
I have not winced nor cried aloud; 
Under the bludgeonings of chance 
My head is bloody, but unbowed. 


Beyond this place of wrath and tears 
Looms but the horrow of the shade; 

And yet the menace of the years 
Finds, and shall find me unafraid. 


It matters not how strait the gate, 


How charged with punishment the scroll; 
I am the master of my fate; 7 
I am the captain of my soul. 
—wWilliam Henley’s ‘“Invictus.’’ 


Out of the light that dazzles me, 
Bright as the sun from pole to pole, 
I thank the God I know to be 
For Christ the conqueror of my soul. 


Since His the sway of circumstance 
I would not wince nor cry aloud. 
Under that rule which men call chance 
My head with joy is humbly bowed. 


Beyond this place of sin and tears. 
That life with Him! and His the aid, 

That, spite the menace of the years, 
Keeps, and shall keep me unafraid. 


I have no fear though strait the gate, 
He cleared from punishments the scroll; 
Christ is the Master of my fate, 
Christ is the Captain of my soul. 
—My Captain. By Dorothea Day. 


—Sunday School Times. 


The Training Children 


By Rev. William Megginson* 


By way of introducing myself and my temerity 
to speak on this subject, I may say that I have 
had supervision of and an active part in rearing 
and training of more than 400 children, as 
superintendent of a small Orphans’ Home, for 25 
years. I have known all of the children intimately 
and have had the privilege of leading all of them 
to confess Christ as their Savior. ; 

Three classes of children have come to us: 
Those who have had good training, with whom 
we have had little trouble; Those who have had 
practically no training, with whom we have had a 
good deal of trouble; Those who have had bad 


training, who have always been problems. It is — 


easier to teach a child something new than to 
get out of them something that is wrong and re- 
place it with something good. One little six-year- 
old boy told one of the workers one day that 
she needed a little whiskey. When told that she 
had none, he said, “You can make it—its easy 
to make. You can make it out of most anything, 
corn, wheat, apples, peaches, etc.’’ You may guess 
that he soon left us and the last heard from, was 
a bootlegger. 

The secret of training is discipline. The secret 
of discipline is firmness with kindness. There 
should be an air and tone of finality in disciplin- 
ing a child. They know when you mean it. There 
should be no yielding. Take a stand and let him 
know that it is law. Yield once and he will expect 
you do so again. 

There are two sides to training: restraint and 
positive teaching. The Bible says: ‘“‘A child left 
to himself, causeth shame to his mother,’ and 
again, “Train up a child in the way he should 
g0, and when he is old he will not depart from 
it.” It is as easy to teach a child something worth- 
while as it is to teach nonsense. A child who can 
learn “There was an old woman who lived in a 
Shoe,” can learn John 3:16. Christian songs are 
Just as easy to teach as a jazz. Then, when the 


child grows up and knows that no old woman 
ever did live in a shoe, he will have something 
to live by. 

Dr. B. M. Palmer once said that the first three 
years of a child’s life is most important. We are 
fond of talking about “innocent” children. There 
are none. The sooner we learn that there are 
no “‘little angels,’ the better it will be for chil- 
dren. ‘‘The first conscious acts of a child are 
always sinful.’”?’ Many. times the baby, under a 


year old, will double up its fist, kick up its heels, 


hold its breath until red in the tace; almost giving 
a young mother nervous prostration. That is 
nothing but the old Adam cropping out, though 
the child is not conscious of it. Distinction should 
be made between “innocence” and “account- 
ability.”” I have seen children under four years of 


age, whom I believe to be fully accountable. They 


deliberately choose to be mean and know better. 
Some are later in developing the devilish spirit, 
but most of them do, sooner or later. 

If a child is not taken in a firm and kind hand 
early in life, a day will come when it is too late. 
Dorothy Cranfield Fisher once said: “You can 
interrupt the improving of a road and ten years 
later go on with it about where you left off, but 
if you interrupt decent care for children and ten 
years later begin to feel responsible for them, you 
can by no means begin where you left off. You 
find them irreparably grown up and grown up 
wrong—enemies and liabilities of their community 
rather than friends and assets.” 


From the very beginning a child should be. 


taught to obey. It has been said that the mother 
of John and Charles Wesley did not allow her 
children to cry aloud after they were one year 
old. I have often wondered how she did it. But 
that is discipline, without which no child can 
become what he or she ought to be. 

The definition of discipline is: “To train to 
Obedience . . . drill, educate, to punish or chas- 
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tise.” Chastisement is most important; but if a we feed; so our souls do insensibly take in vice @of high 
switch is kept hanging over the head of a child, by the example or conversation with wicked com. Mour Pr 
it will have to be there always, to be effective. pany. Ignorance of vice was the best preservation feplaced _ 
It is like making a dent in a soft rubber ball— of virtue; and the very knowledge of wickedness evangel: 
remove the pressure and it comes back to its was a tinder to inflame and kindle sin and keep it dents, ‘ 
original shape. A child should never be chastised burning.” It is not to be wondered at that such q mministra 
until he does not fear it. The switch should be mother should rear such a son. gram 0O 
used sparingly, but there comes a time when ; to Mr. - 
nothing else will avail. Then it ought to be ad- Our children are our most precious heritage their pr 
ministered in “cold blood,’ never in anger. It and the proper training of them is not only laid As sc 
should be taught him that sin or evil deserves upon us by God, but is our high privilege. Thus § assume, 
punishment, (and do not be deluded by those peo we not only fulfill our high calling as parents, § Educati 
ple who are too nice to speak of sin to a child but fit our children for citizenship in this world §to date 
The sooner a child knows what sin is, the sooner and in the world to come. of the 
he will begin to resist the devil. Chastisemen : 4 Richmot 
child’s good. “Spare the rod and spoil the child.” Lynchburg, Va.. Scasinie 
Luther Burbank is quoted as having said: “If : People’s 
we had paid no more attention to our plants than New Director Of Sunday has bee 
we have to our children, we would now be living ie — extra 1 
in a jungle of weeds.’”’ There are many effective School Admunistration devote 
ways of disciplining a child other than by corporal our Yor 
punishment. Several weeks ago, three of my old By Edward D. Grant* The 
boys, who are now helping to build battle ships, ‘ee cation ¢ 
should be administered as a duty and for the The Executive Committee of Religious Edu- fj day scl 
. said to me that the discipline they most dreaded cation and Publication is happy to announce to 
was to be made to sit alone on the steps between the Church that the Rev. Alex R. Batchelor, | == 


Regional Director of Religious Education in the 
Synod of Florida, will on next September 1 as 
sume his new duties as Director of the newly or. 
ganized Department of Sunday School Adminis- 
tration for the Executive Committee in Richmond. T 


the lower and upper floors. Solitary confinement 
will bring an unruly child to time about as 
effectively as anything I have tried. But, as I 
said above, sometimes nothing but a good whipping 
will do the job. I remember a boy who continuea 
to do wrong and was “talked to” time and again. 
Always he would promise to try to do better, but 
never did. He was about sixteen years of age, 
and one day I told him that he was going to 


For several years there has been a growing de- C 
mand from Presbyterian Sunday school superin- | 

tendents and other general Sunday school officers 
for more specific help and direction from the 


get a good whipping and asked if he would take ; : . Publi: 
i o> would I have t éall in someone Richmond Office than heretofore has been avail- Gon 
able to them. The Superintendents’ Conference 
to hold him. He said he would take it. Thereupon . . 
held at Montreat consecutively for six years 
I laid it on him pretty thoroughly. He remained , . The 1 
f has tended to heighten this demand, and has§; . 
or some years and gave no more trouble. A . . is ambit 
whipping always irritates a child, but I never shown more clearly to the Executive Committee Bini. yo) 
ll . 1 the need of organizing this new Department of 
allowed one to get away while he was mad. I have “age . . not a © 
ith th ; cays Sunday School Administration as an essential part 
sat with them for hours, until they were willing to me . compare 
come to me and say they were not mad and had of our Religious Education service to our Church. ® jody, 
gotten only what was coming to them. Mr. Batchelor is eminently qualified both by World n 
I training and experience to serve as our Executive 
that environment has more to Committee’s first Director of Sunday School Ad 
Like L og “goat of character than heredity. ministration. With a Batchelor’s Degree fromp her r 
are followed by the right kind of discipline this wo: 
out of Theological Seminary, he comes into the work well 
promising chiaren. cnl reared in a godly prepared for any assignment our Church might be Ses eh 
wi e safe in any environment, _ grown. of Religious ucation, first in the abama: 
The main thing to be remembered is — discipline, Tennessee area, and for the last three years in Ang ® 
firmness ont Florida, have brought him face to face with prac: Schmid] 
ished product of which we need never be ashamed. tical educational problems in every type and sito. 
Those who have not learned to obey, are not fit of church. As a successful student pastor for ay...’ 
and any child can be taug 0 obey withou ater as pastor of a congregation in North Caro 
injury to its spirit of independence or self-respect. lina, Mr. Batchelor learned something of local . 
heb th lati church personnel and organization problems 4 That ¢i 
e er has the mos only a pastor has opportunity to meet them. This the 
the of t of Pwhich M ag by goin 
. : AC und out of whic r. Batc 
more significant minis r eria 
called attention to the discipline of the Wesley Church, U. S. 
children, now I have this in regard to Lady : missions 
Magdalen, the mother of George Herbert, accord- While the scope of his new department has nog i, . pre 
ing to Isaac Walton. She said: “As our bodies yet been fully defined, it is expected that nevi). oor 


take a nourishment suitable to the meat on which 


impetus will now be provided to the whole matte 
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of higher standards for Sunday school work for 


our Presbyterian Church, and a new emphasis . 


placed upon the Sunday School as a productive 
evangelistic agency. Sunday-school  superinten- 
dents, secretaries, treasurers and others with ad- 
ministrative responsibility in the educational pro- 
gram Of the local church may look confidently 
to Mr. Batchelor for help in dealing with many of 
their problems. 

As soon as is practical, Mr. Batchelor will also 
assume responsibility for the United Religious 
‘Education Advance in our Church so ably led 
to date by the Rev. W. Norman Cook, Director 


of the Division of Young People’s Work in the. 
Richmond Office. With the growing burdens of. 


our young people’s program, and with some 
possible far-reaching reorganization of our Young 
People’s Department in the immediate future, it 
has been necessary to release Mr. Cook from this 
extra load he has carried so well that he might 
devote his full time to the growing problems of 
our Young People’s Program. oo 

The Executive Committee of Religious Edu- 
cation and Publication is confident that our Sun- 
day schools and churches will receive with en- 
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thusiasm Mr. Batchelor’s leadership in his new 
field of service. His keen educational insight, his 
warm evangelistic zeal, and his, enthusiastic 
leadership of the United Religious Education Ad- 
vance as it enters its year of emphasis upon 
“Christian Teaching in the Home” will add much 
to the whole Religious Education program of our 
Church which should give it momentum to carry 
us through these trying days of readjustment 
just ahead. 


Mr. and Mrs. Batchelor and their two daughters 
will take up their new home in Richmond on the 
first of September. Being of Scottish Presbyterian 
stock he will find himself very much at home in 
this Presbyterian center. Certainly he will receive 
a warm welcome from every member of the Rich- 
mond Staff who, in their contacts with him during 
the past six years have come to regard him as a 
warm comrade in the service. To every member 
of our General Assembly he is commended for 
their help, their cooperation, and their prayers 
as he enters this new and significant assignment. 


-*Executive Secretary. 


The Philosophy Of The 
Christian World Mission 
| By Edmund D. Soper 


Published By The Abingdon-Cokesbury Press, 
Nashville, Tenn. Price $2.50. 


The title of Dr. Edmund D. Soper’s new book 
is ambitious and awakens great expectations. “‘As 
this volume is not a history of missions, so it is 
not a treatise on the history of religion or a 
comparative study of the world’s religions. It is an 
introduction to the philosophy of the ‘Christian 
world mission, and as a part of our purpose it is 
necessary to indicate why Christianity should be 
carried to peoples who are now adherents of 
other religions’ (p. 154). That why, indeed, ex- 
presses part of the philosophy of missions. But 
other of Aristotle’s categories can be applied to 
this world-wide enterprise and should have been. 
The author’s outreach exceeds his grasp and he is 
confused at the outset by failure to define his 
aim clearly. This is largely due to neglect of the 
great authorities on the philosophy of missions. 
In the text and in the extensive bibliography we 
miss the names of Gustav Warneck, Joseph 
Schmidlin and Robert E. Speer in their books 
entitled, “The Science of Missions,” ‘Catholic 
Mission Theory” and “Missionary Principles and 


m Practice’ (1902). In fact, by far the best book 


we have in English on the real philosophy of 
missions is Dr. Speer’s “‘Finality of Jesus Christ.’’ 
That gives the answer to fundamental questions 
on the basis, the aim and the character of missions 
by going to the sources, in the New Testament 
and the history of the Christian Church. 


A philosophy of missions should deal with 
fundamental principles, and these in the case of 
Missions are found in the Scriptures. Part one, in 


the present volume, does deal with the Biblical © 


background (pp. 21-77). But there is great un- 


BOOK REVIEWS 


certainty as to the reliability of these sources. 
The God of Moses was only a storm-god; a real 
universal God came with Amos; but even this 
“was not complete monotheism.” Graf-Welhausen, 
as popularized by Dr. Fosdick, interprets’ the 
Pentateuch. 


The Great Commission and the concluding 
paragraphs of Mark are not genuine (pp. 45, 46, 
86). John’s Gosepl is indeed “saturated with uni- 
versalism,” but it was written several decades 
after the synoptics by an unknown pen. 


The entire chapter on Jesus Christ and the 
world mission (otherwise excellent) oscillates be- 
tween warm evangelical faith and humanistic 
liberalism. The account of the expanding vision 
of the Apostolic Church in a Gentile world is 
well-written as is that on Paul the Missionary. 
But can we agree that to him “at best prophetic 
universalism was a form of ecclesiastical imperial- 
ism in which the proselyte was denationalized 
and compelled to become to all intents and pur- 
poses a Jew?”’ Chapter VI is on “The Purpose 
of God in the History of Israel,’”’ and here the 
author faces the philosophy of Old Testament 
Messianic revelation—by stumbling. 


“The first task was to make them into a people 
with unity and stamina, located in a land they 
could call their own. To make God responsible for 
all that took place in this painful process or for 
all that He is reported to have been and done 
would be to repudiate our intelligence and our 
moral sanity, but that is not to say that we cannot 
see the hand of God—yes, our God—in the weld- 
ing of that nation into a self-conscious community 
which learned to stand for a few unique prin- 
ciples.” 


In Chapters VII to X, Dr. Soper is at his best, 
and traces the history of the expansion of 
Christianity in the Roman Empire, among Bar- 
barians, and in the Modern World, with great 
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skill. The same can be said of Part Four (Chapter 
XV to XIX). Here the student of missions and 
the experience of a practical missionary come 
into their own. These chapters contain sound 
‘teaching on aims and methods, on nationalism, 
the indigenous cultures in relation to Christianity 
and missions in the future ecumenical Church. 


It is Part Three, on “Christianity as the World 
Religion” (pages 129-231), raises questions re- 
garding a true philosophy of missions. Here the 
iron is mingled with clay. Good _ evangelical 
Methodism stumbles at the statement that the 
heathen are lost. “Can one justifiably claim that 
a man is hopelessly consigned to eternal punish- 
ment, no matter how earnestly he has striven 
to be a good man, for the one reason that he has 
not heard of, and therefore has not accepted, 
Jesus Christ? Immediately everything noble and 
just and Christian in one’s breast rises in repudi- 
ation of such a declaration.” ... “What kind of 
monster does it make of God who would be party 


to the condemnation of a person who admittedly © 


could not have known of the offer of salvation 
and a new life?’’ And what is the alternative? 


“The man who has never heard of Jesus is 
saved by his attitude toward the best he knows’”’ 
in heathenism (page 144). Then we have the 
lame deduction that ‘‘the very center of the 
philosophy of Christian missions must be con- 
cerned primarily with the relation of Christianity 
to the other religions with which it comes in con- 


tact.”’ The other religions are in several respects, — 


and one by one (pages 150-210), unsatisfactory, 
and so we take our religion, our Gospel, to those 
who profess them. ‘‘Religion itself, the Simon-pure 
article, is never false wherever found. It is al- 
ways a movement in the direction of God, how- 
ever He may be conceived, in the darkened mind 
-of a savage or in the thinking of a Moslem or 
Hindu or Christian’? (page 153). Religions, there- 
fore, differ in degree. Chapter XIV deals with 
“The Uniqueness of Christianity,’”’ not with its 
absoluteness, its finality, its. wholly-other char- 
acter. The author toys with Hocking at once ex- 
treme’ in his “continuity with doubtful unique- 
ness,’ but is even less attracted by Barth, Brun- 
ner, Kraemer in their assertion of complete dis- 
continuity between Christianity and all other 
faiths. 


Between what Dr. Soper calls these two ex- 
tremes, he takes his position and his Arminian 
theology makes this the easier. A Calvinist could 
never write: “So we believe in its continuity with 
other religions. This is not contradictory, but 
necessary, with the conception of God and His 


revelation which has been presented.” Yet all of 


us agree with the statement that “It does make 
a world of difference what a man believes, but 
there are many who seem not to be able to see 
this, hence the shiftiness and looseness of their 
positions and the want of conviction in their re- 
ligious opinions. As was once said by Prof. Hast- 
ings Rashdall, ‘The Dean of St. Paul’s has spoken 
quite truly of a certain class of superior people 
who seem to regard themselves as honorary mem- 
bers of all religions except their own.’ ” 


_ The clear description of Shinto-worship and 
its present religious character are refreshing. In 
fact, there is so much that is excellent in this 
book, it is so well written, and has such a beauti- 


ful and attractive cover, that we regret the mor 
serious flaws in the structure of its philosophy of 
missions. As for minor printer’s errors, we cali 


attention to the repeated spelling of Brahmgk 


(pages 174-176) as Brahman. This is a very yp. 
fortunate misprint. —Samuel M. Zwemer. 


There’s Music In The Rain 


By Charlotte Essman 


Published By The Kaleidograph Press, 
Dallas, Tex. Price $1.50. 7 


All who have experienced the fine influences 
that emanate from elevating poetry will appreciate 
this volume by Miss Essman. No new ideas are 
presented here. Such is not the business of the 
poet but of the philosopher. The poet takes ac. 
cepted ideas and arranges them in attractive 
and winsome combinations, so that they become 
more vital and powerful to prevent man from 
stagnating through his_ self-satisfaction. These 
poems are characterized by honesty of purpose, 
deep insight into the imponderables and a desire 
to lead her readers to see the real meaning of the 


facts she describes. It was once said of Words- 


worth that nature took the pen out of his hand 
and wrote for him with her own bare, sheer, 
penetrating power. In some such manner nature 
seems to have collaborated with the authoress of 
“There’s Music In The Rain.” | ; 

Miss Essman also displays a keen perception in 
her grasp of spiritual realities. Here are three 
specimens of her shorter poems: 


Majority 
“The foe outnumbers us? ... not so, 
However vast the horde may be, 
For we, by faith our fathers taught 
Count one and God majority!” 


Faith 


‘“‘My prayer is this: that I may know, 
When winter’s heavy clouds hang low, 
That blossoms sleep beneath the snow.”’ 


From the closing stanza of her beautiful poem 


-entitled ‘‘Babe of Love” we quote: 


“OQ Babe, there yet are those who would 
No room afford Thy sovereignty, 

But, as of old, when first they came, 
So wise men ever worship Thee!” 


These poems will make us wiser, better, and 
happier. This is the highest design of good poetry 
and in this Miss Essman has succeeded superbly. 
More power to her pen! —John R. Richardson. 


Tien Game The Soldiers 


By Elizabeth Ann Thompson 


Published By The Moody Press, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago, Ill. Price 25 Cents. 


This booklet is divided into three parts: I. 
Ceasar’s Soldiers; 2. Soldiers of the Cross; 3. A 
Call For Christian Soldiers. 

In the first section we are reminded of the sol- 
diers who crucified Christ. It is interesting to note 
how they fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies 
to the letter. 

In the second section she deals with the soldiers 
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of the Cross. David is a fine example and Paul 
gives us the illustrious New Testament example of 


§ Christian soldiery at its best, as he was constantly 
= in touch with soldiers. Marvel not then that Paul 


was set “for the defence of the Gospel (Philip- 
pians 1:17); that he charged Timothy to “guard 
the truth entrusted to him (I. Tim. 6:20); that 
he testified ‘I have fought a good fight.” 


The third section deals with us. God issues a 


call for soldiers. He insists on volunteers. He 
fights until he receives his honorable discharge 
from this earth and then receives the distinguished 


-service medal from his King in the words, ‘Well 


done.” 

This is certainly a good booklet to present to 
one in the service. It has only thirty pages but in 
them is written a volume in a language the soldier 
will understand and appreciate. ; 

—Segt. Raymond L. Klunder. 


— 


Little Folks’ Life Of Jesus 


_ By Alice Spencer 


Published By The Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich. Price 50c. : 


This little book by Alice Spencer titled “Life of 
Jesus” for little folks is amazingly comprehensive 
for its briefness. The table of contents, listing the 
chapters is quite well done. One could wish the 
scripture passages for the content of each chapter 
were given at the end of the chapter following 
the prayer or possibly at the beginning so that 
the book could be read as written with the Bible 
open. | 
‘' There are some instances in which the book 
could have been written with more clarity as of 
chapter twelve, when the healing of the leper and 
the stilling of the storm are told in the same story. 


The healing of the leper (content) could have 


been written with chapter eleven titled “Jesus 
heals the sick”’ and “‘the stilling of the storm” pro- 
viding material for one chapter. 

One is always hesitant in ‘offering criticism 
on a work of this kind. It is worthy of a place in 
the home library and we are grateful to Alice 
Spencers for it. —L. J. Ferry. 


Reaching Boys 


By Dimmock Steevens 


Published By The Moody Press, 153 Institute 
Place, Chicago, Ill. Price 75c. 


This little book presents a fine beginning for 
anyone conducting a Christian program for boys. 
The Ten points for a leader are excellent. These, 
and the stories are worth more than the price 
of the book. Probably the suggested evening’s 


= program is a little off balance as one and a half 


hours are allowed for games and only a half hour 
for educational demonstration; more space might 
be given toward creative effort—hand-work, etc. 
The games in the last chapter are very helpful 
and the size of the book recommends itself for 
field work as you can slip it in your pocket. A 
leader of boys would of course have a much more 
adequate library of games, stories, and creative 
activities. Probably its greatest weakness is that 
It does not suggest a library of materials on re- 
lated subjects. 
—W. E. Simpson. 


Living Echoes 
Edited By Ferguson Wood 


Published By The John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. Price $1.00. 


Someone has facetiously remarked that the 
modern streamlined sermon consists of “three 
wisecracks and filler.’”’ This description would not 
be accurate in referring to these sermons. They 
are serious and edifying. They are thoughtfully 
prepared, and each one is helpful. After the 
reader closes the book, however, he feels that 
though they are good sermons, something is 
missing in most of them. The majority have no 
definite evangelistic appeal. Very few are spe- 
cifically doctrinal in approach. They are superior 
to the typical sermon published in The Christian 
Century Pulpit, but they are not sermons designed 
to bring conviction to the unconverted sinner, and 
cause him to flee to Christ for refuge. 


J 


These sermons represent a cross section of the 


preaching in the pulpits of the Presbyterian 
Churches of Georgia. Although they are excellent 
in structure, we believe they would have more 
converting power if they sounded a louder note 
of warning and appealed more passionately for a 
full surrender to Christ as Saviour and Lord, 
here and now. —John R. Richardson. 


“Wings For The Soul” — 
MORNING ACT OF FAITH 


“T believe in the name of the Son of God, 
Therefore I am in Him, 

Having redemption through His blood 
And life by His Spirit. 


‘“‘And He is in me, and all fullness is in Him, 
To Him I belong by purchase, conquest and self- 
surrender. 
To me He belongs 
For all my hourly need. 


“There is no cloud between my Lord and me. 
There is no difficulty inward or outward. 
That He is not ready to meet in me today. 
The Lord is my Keeper.” —Selected. 


MY OWN PICTURE 


Suppose all Christians were just like me! What 
would become of the world? Suppose none prayed 
more, or more fervently, how many sinners would 
be awakened? How many revivals seen? Suppose 
none were more faithful in exhorting the im- 
penitent, how many would be led to Christ? If 
none evinced more of the power and spirit of holi- 


ness in their lives, how many gainsayers and scep- 


tics would be convicted and put to silence? If none 
were more liberal than I am, how would the pastor 
be sustained, the gospel spread, the kingdom of 
the Redeemer extended to the ends of the earth? 
In short, if all Christians were just like me, when 
would the’ millennium come—the day of Zion’s 
triumph, when there shall be one Lord, and His 
name one; every knee bowing, and every tongue 
confessing to Him alone? Alas! have I not too 
much reason to fear that happy day is yet far dis- 
tant, if no one is to be more efficient in bringing 
it about than I am? Oh, if my faith, and my zeal, 
and my liberality were the measure for the whole 
Church, would there not be a sad prospect for 
this dark ruined world! —Bible Christianity, 
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